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OTTAWA: 

Police  and 
press  lies 
end 
in  death 


by  ROM  DAYMAN   What  supposedly  be- 
gan as  a  campaign  by 
the  Ottawa  Police  to  fight  a  rising 
crime-rate  ha*  ended  in  a  homosexual 
witchhunt  by  loc»l  authorities.  Ott- 
awa-area gays  became  the  obvious 
scapegoat  in  the  police  department's 
efforts  to  restore  public  faith  m 
its  activities  and  to  help  build  ill 
own  moral . 

In  an  evident  attempt  to  create  an 
atmosphere  of  an t i homosexua 1  hyster- 
ia, police  arrested  eighteen  Ottawa* 
area  gays,  with  the  charges  being 
laid  day-by-day  over  a  period  of 
three  weeks.  The  first  to  be  ar- 
retted hy  the  Morality  Squad  was  21- 
year-old  Mike  Gravel  on  March  4. 
Gravel  was  the  organiier  of  a  nude 
modelling  agency  which  acted  as  a 
front  for  alleged  prostitution. 
The  Ottawa  Police  announced  the  ar- 
rest in  a  sensationalist  manner  and 
the  media  immediately  picked  up  on 
this,  reporting  a  "white  slavery 
ring"  and  a  "homosexual  vice  ring". 
According  to  those  reports,  boys  « 
young  as  eleven  years  old  were  hired 
out  for  rates  of  JJO  to  S60  per 
hour.  Police  claimed  that  up  to  100 
boys  were  hired  through  newspaper 
ads  or  cm  the  streets  for  $10  to 
SIS  per  hour.  Gravel  was  charged 
with  contributing  to  Juvenile  delin- 
quency, living  off  the  avail*  of 
prostitution,  gross  indecency,  keep- 
ing a  bawdy  house  and  transporting 
persons  to  a  bawdy  house. 

Police  Superintendent  Thomas  Flan- 
agan was  quoted  ■*  saying:  "This  is 
the  most  sordid  crime  we've  investi- 
gated for  some  time"  and  spoke  of 
"possible  out-of-town  connections". 
The  threat  of  arrest  of  the  custom- 
ers on  whom  Gravel  had  kept  complete 
files  was  also  mode.  Gravel's  lawyer 
asked  for  a  ban  on  publication  be- 
cause the  publicity  surrounding  his 
client's  case  would  reduce  the  chan- 
ces of  a  fair  trial,  but  his  request 
was  denied. 

Over  the  next  three  weeks,  front- 


page stories  continued  to  build  the 
hysteria,  announcing  the  arrest  of 
17  more  men,  all  save  one  customers 
of  the  service,  in  groups  of  two  to 
six.  Of  these,  13  were  charged  only 
with  gross  indecency  or  buggery, 
meaning  that  they  had  made  tov*  with 
persons  between  the  ftges  of  lt>  and 
21.  Three  others  were  additionally 
charged  with  contributing  to  juven- 
ile delinquency,  meaning  that  they 
had  made  love  with  persons  between 
the  ages  of  14  and  16.  One  other 
person,  a  21-year-old,  was  charged 
with  assisting  Gravel  by  acting  as  a 
chauffeur. 

Not  one  person  was  accused  of  in- 
decent assault,  the  necessary  charge 
for  sexual  acts  with  persons  under 
the  age  of  14.  These  arrests  contin- 
ued to  be  the  subject  of  sensational 
press  coverage,  which  referred  to  to 
juveniles  as  young  as  11  years  old 
and  to  a- 'vice  ring'.  No  evidence 
was  supplied  that  any  ring  in  fact 
existed  or  that  ll-year-olds  were 
Involved.  In  addition,  the  names, 
addresses,  ages,  and  occupations  of 
those  arrested  were  published  and 
reported  not  only  by  the  local  med- 
ia, but  In  newspapers  across  the 
country  and  on  national  radio.  The 
press  were  particularly  pleased  to 
report  the  arrest  of  promlnmnl 
sons  in  their  headlines;  among  these 
were  the  parliamentary  reporter  of  a 
national  television  network,  an  RCMP 
corporal,  a  university  professor, 
and  several  highly  placed  civil  ser- 
vants. Apart  from  two  men.  all  of 
these  individuals  were  merely  custo- 
mers of  the  service  and  were  in  no 
way  involved  in  its  organization. 
And  although  in  heterosexual  prosti- 
tution, the  clients  are  seldom  ar- 
rested and.  if  so,  only  on  a  minor 
charge  of  being  a  found-In  In  a  baw- 
dy house,  in  this  case  16  customers 
have  been  accused  of  serious  charges 
carrying  possible  prison  sentences 
of  five  to  14  years . 
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editorial 

Justice  Canadian-style 

Warren  Zufelt  is  dead  and  it  is  important  to  under- 
stand why,  , 
On  March  17th.  several  hours  after  he  was  arraigned 
in  federal  court  on  the  charge  of  gross  indecency,  he 
jumped  from  the  top  of  his  Ottawa  apartment  building. 

Why  was  Zufelt  so  desperate?  He  had  not  been 
brought  to  trial,  he  had  not  been  found  guilty  of  any- 
thing --  not  officially.  Did  he  perhaps  believe  that 
he  had  no  other  choice  because  despite  the  outcome  of 
a  court  trial,  he  was  already  destroyed?  Destroyed  by 
police  politicking  and  media  sensationalism:  by  having 
his  name  publicly  'stigmatized'  with  those  twin  labels 
abhorred  by  our  oppressive  social  morality;  Homosexual- 
ity and  Prostitution.  With  others,  he  was  caught  up  in 
the  vortex  of  a  'scandal'  whipped  up  by  the  Ottawa  po- 
lice department.  When  the  turbulence  had  subsided, 
seventeen  men  had  been  arrested  and  charged  with  viola- 
tions of  criminal  statutes  that  relate  to  sex  with  male 
persons  under  twenty-one. 

The  police,  however,  did  more  than  lay  charges. 
"This  is  the  most  sordid  crime  we've  investigated."  they 
announced  at  a  press  conference.  They  exploited  the 
widely  held  hostility  to  gay  people  by  conjuring  up  the 
existence  (still  unproven)  of  a  "homosexual  male  pros- 
titution ring"  that  reputedly  involved  eleven-year-old 
boys.  To  date  no  pre-teenagers  have  been  shown  to  have 
been  involved. 

The  news  media  --  particularly  the  Ottawa  press  -- 
co-operated  fully  in  promoting  the  'scandal'.  Along 
with  names,  the  ages,  marital  status,  addresses  and  oc- 
cupations (Zufelt  was  a  civil  servantl)  of  the  accused 
were  reported  under  eye-grabbing  headlines  like  "city 
vice  case",  "teenage  vice  ring",  "homosexual  ring"  and. 
most  egregious,  "white  slavery  ring".  The  press  cared 
neither  for  accuracy,  that  is,  whether  a  'ring'  did  ti 
fact   exist;  or  for  the  irreparable  damage  being  done  to 
individuals'  means  of  livelihood  --  not  to  mention  rep- 
utations. So  much  for  the  doctrine  of  'innocent  until 
proven  guilty. 

In  laying  the  responsibility  for  Zufelt's  death 
where  it  belongs  --  at  the  doorstep  of  the  Ottawa  police 
department  --  his  attorney  isolated  a  crucial  point 
which  cannot  be  overly  emphasized:  that  the  actual  cri- 
minal charges  brought  against  the  men  make  no  mention 
of  a  "vice  ring".   Nevertheless,  the  police  presented 
the  "vice  ring",  and  the  press  focused  on  it  as  though 
it  was  the  crime.  The  actual  charges  which  had  been 
laid  were  completely  eclipsed.  Said  his  lawyer:  J'He 
denied  to  me  knowing  anything  about  any  vice  ring."  This 
conspiracy  of  vice  concocted  by  the  police  and  propaga- 
ted by  the  media  mapped  the  circumstance  of  Zufelt's 

choice.  .  . .  . 

The  real  scandal  here   is   the  police's  behavior,   and 
the  hand-in-glove  cooperation  which  the  news  media  gave 
them.      Undoubtedly,   what  made  this  particular  police 
episode  such  a  cause  celebre  was  the  fact,   pure  and  sim- 
ple,   that  homosexuality  was   involved.      If  the  "prosti- 
tutes" had  been  under-age  females,   there   is  no  question 
that  the  investigation  and  ensuing  publicity  would  hav$ 
been  managed  more  justly  and  dispassionately.     Though 
it   should  have  been  irrelevant,    the  homosexual  aspect 
was  unconscionably  and  thoroughly  exploited. 

The  press  sets   its  own  ethical  standards  of  con- 
duct    so  we  are  only  able  to  rebuke  them  publicly  for 
their  cowardice.     The  Ottawa  police,   however,   are  public 
servants,    responsible   for  their  actions.     They  must, 
therefore,   be  held  accountable  for  this  atrocity.   Given 
the  political   clout  afforded  the  police  in  our  society, 
it  is  unlikely  that  the  Government  of  Ontario  will  re- 
spond to  the  demand  for  an  impartial   inquiry  into  the 
Ottawa  police  department's  method  of  handling  this   in- 
vestigation.    Still,  it  must  be  pressed,  and  we  urge 
everyone,   especially  gay  people,    if  only  out  of  concern 
for  the  maintenance  of  the   trappings  of  civil  rights,    to 
join  us  in  this  demand. 


this  issue 


HAROLD  HEDD  COMICS   

I'M  DETERMINED  TO  WIN 

An   interview  with  John  Damien 

THROAT -RAMMING    

PIGS  AND  FISHES    

KEEPING  HOUSE: 

The  Politics  of  Housekeeping 

LETTERS    

NEWS 5 

INSIDE  OUT 10 

OUR  IMAGE 20 

BOOKS 23 

CLASSIFIEDS 26 

COMMUNITY   PAGE 27 


COLLECTIVE   MEMBERS 

Gerald  Hannon,  Ed  Jackson,  Ken  Popert 
Herb  Spiers.  Robert  Trow 

CONTRIBUTORS 
Don  Bell.  Ron  Dayman,  Rand  Holmes,  Bill  Lewis,  Jan 
London,  Tim  McCaskell,  Lorraine  Milne,  David  Newcome, 
Randy  Notte,  Helen  Notil,  Gary  Ostrom,  Michael  Riordan, 
Marie  Robertson,  Martin  Smith,  Merv  Walker,  Ian  Young 


rnr 

BOOT  POLITIC 

La 

publlabed  ala 

»-■  * 

rear 

by  The  Body   Politic  C 
paopla    la  Cioada  by   p 

jllactl 

rawidia 

opponuBl- 

h   pi"-'" 

talk 

virtual 

Ita   purpoaa 

Tb«        Body      Politic 

3        cannot  ■ 
,l.a   (be 

"iv.   lor 
Politic 

Coll 

■ay  paopla 

:.  snsSctu 

paopla 

o   of   Tb 

"t.«"i"l" 

oalblllty 

g          re-aptnt 

ZL5* 

Body   Politic   or 
D  Caaada.      Tb* 

office  of    tb 

a  Colle 

"l"\.     u 

eatad  »t   1S3  Car 

Tba  Body  Politic 

ton  Sti 
la  prlD 

"S! 

a   Iltcneoe 

r,    Ontario  b 

y   Du«b 

'  ""•    °" 

KA.ILIH0  ADDUS3: 
Tba   Body  Politic.    Boa   19*9,    Bto   * 
TOaOWTO.    Ontario.    CAKAD*      "=•■    1X0 


a  Va  I  LAB  LI  OH  MICBO'ILM 
McLaren  H 
Boa  STI 


lni 


Tba  publication 
tnai  tba  Collect 
Tba  Body  Politic 


Ontario 
U41   2ND 

COPTMGHT      O      Tba  Body   Politic  Collective 

2K>  CLASS  KilL  BZGISTUT'Olt  HUMBXH      3345 

issa  oais-SBoe 

laeawot    la  Tba  Body  Politic   doae   not   I 
f"tbaVCaBadlaa  Periodical   Publlabera 


"THE  LIBERATION  OF  HOMOSEXUALS  CAN  ONLY  BE  THE  WORK 


Kurt  Biller  (1885-1972)  Has  a  leader  of  the  Scientific 
&  Bunvnitarian  Committee,  a  German  gay  rights  organisa- 
tion whose  appearance  in  189?  marked  the  birth  of  the 
gay  liberation  movement.  A  pad  fiat  and  women  '  **** 
advocate,  Biller  was  obviously  not  oppoeed  to  alluinoee 
between  the  gay  atruggU  and  other  forces  for  *<>?*» 
progress.  But  he  turned  gays  against  relying  on  I^wl 

'friends'  for  their  rights  and  saw  that  autonomous  gay 
organisation  was  a  prerequisite  to  gay  *^twn.     In 

thV final  analysis",   he  said,    "justice  for  you  anil  be 

the  fruit  only  of  your  own  efforts1'. 
OP   HOMOSEXUALS   THEMSELVES"    —   KURT  BILLER.    1921 
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Gays  in 
schools 


In  March  *?4  ■  school  in 
Burl inxio"  had  »  homosexual 
M  It!  guest  speaker,  and 
the  course  was  one  In  •  se- 
ries of  sex  education  ln- 
itruction.  The  education 
board  was  not  condoning  ho- 
mosexuality but  merely  try- 
ing to  enlighten  a  future 
society. 

The  results  of  such  an  ef- 
fort were  monstrous  and  the 
formation  of  a  pseudo-reli- 
gious organization  called 
the  "Renaissance  Committee" 
followed  and  an  effort  was 
initiated  to  cancel  sex  edu- 
cation classes. 

Very  little  action  by  the 
gay  community  here  was  taken 
and  finally  the   issue  wis 

dropped. 

That  was  until  this  recent 
hit  of  literature  (?7Uf  flen- 
nt'irnj'vi-'  fftit>t*«BJ  wan  inaludsd 
vj'tk  th\'*  tatter.  Ed.)  stat- 
ing on  page  5  that  the  "to- 
pic of  homosexuality  should 
not  be  presented  by  a  homo- 
sexual".     Doesn't      this  mean 


that  black  racial  Issues 
should  not   be  presented  by  a 

black;  anti-seaitic  problems 
by  Jews  or  Arabs?  Why  limit 
the  restriction  just  to  ho- 
mosexuals? Personally  I 
don't  think  a  straight,  nar- 
row-minded heterosexual  bi- 
got should  teach  my  children 
about   homosexuality. 

N.   Pitcher 

(teacher,   Halton  Board] 

Hamilton 


Canada 

Council 

defended 


In  TBP  *17,  Ron  Dayman 
claims  that  "as  the  artist's 
images  become  more  openly 
gay,  he  has  increasing  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  funding 
from  such  bodies  as  the  Ca- 
nada Council."   Where  does 


he  get  this  information' 

As  an  openly  gay  writer 
dealing  with  gay  themes,  I 
have  been  awarded  three  Ca- 
nada Council  grants,  the 
most  recent  of  them  to  help 
finance  research  on  the 
first  full-length  bibliog- 
raphy of  gay  fiction  -  hard- 
ly what  one  would  expect 
from  a  body  with  the  preju- 
dices Ron  Dayman  alleges. 

The  Body  Politic  saw  fit 
not  to  inform  its  readers  of 
the  Canada  Council's  grant 
to  an  important  gay  work, 
but  instead  charges  the 
Council  with  anti-gay  bias. 
If  Ron  Dayman  has  evidence 
of  such  bias,  he  should  pre- 
sent it  so  we  can  confront 
the  Canada  Council  with  it 
openly,  and  the  sooner  the 
better!  Otherwise,  he  should 
not  make  charges  he  can't 
support. 

As  far  at  I  can  tell .  the 
Canada  Council  has  never 
.J  i  -.criminated  against  ar- 
tists for  the  political  or 
sexual  nature  of  their  work. 

Ian  Young 
Toronto 


letters 

Academic 
question 


1  must  correct  the  repor- 
ting of  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  Conference  (TBP  '17, 
p.  8)  on  two  grounds,  one 
specific,  one  general.  I  was 
quoted,  but  the  quotation 
(though  literally  almost 
accurate)  was  taken  so  out 
of  context  as  to  make  me 
appear  a  critic  of  lesbian 
separatism.  I  am  not.  My  re- 
mark that  "separatism  is 
perhaps  an  urban  luxury"  was 
only  to  express  one  of  the 
diverse  elements  in  my  sense 
that  the  issues  are  complex 
and  that  developing  p 
cal  consciousness  must  take 
into  account  the  differences 
in  gay  life  in  large  cities 
and  small  towns.  The  irony 
of  reversing  my  position  is 
very  strong  since  I  was  the 
one  male  on  that  opening  pa- 
nel who  spoke  strongly  in 
support  of  lesbian  scpara- 
oontinufd  next  paga 


Authors  answer  charges 


Mr.   Kenneth  Caietan's  review  of 
our  book ,   The  Early   Homosexual 
Rights  Movement  (18M-193S).  was  cu- 
rious   in  ievcr.il   respects.  Mainly, 
the  review  gave  no  idea  at  all  what 
our  book  was  about.  Shouldn't   tM* 
■  !r5t  tnsk  of  a  reviewer? 
I  with  this  lack  of  informa- 
tion was  a  vehemence  which  we  found 
rntir.-lv   out   of   proportion  to  the 
nit-picking,  nnd  eccentric 
criticisms  the  reviewer  had  to  of- 

Ctietan  takes  us  to  task  for  not 
■nrrninc.  enough  chronology,  histor- 
.  irround.  and  the  precursors 
to  the  early  movement,  the  internal 
differences  within  the  movement,  and 
his  own  conception  of  the  gay  liber- 
ation movement  as  "in  the  deepest 
sense  an  anti-clerical  movement." 
While  we  by  no  means  played  down  the 
antl-clerlcal  aspect  of  the  move- 
ment, as  Marxists  we  consider  the 
movement,  "in  the  deepest  sense," 
more  than  Just  anti-clerical,  for  it 
attacks  more  fundamentally  the  rela- 
tions and  mystique  of  class  domina- 
tion. 

Our  book  is  meant  to  trace  the  no- 
lineal  history  of  the  early  move- 
ment, and  to  serve  as  a  weapon  in 
the  hands  of  gay  1 iberat ionists  to- 
day. This  aim  Is  no  secret;  we  state 
the  outset  of  the  book.  We 
make  no  claim  to  having  written  any- 


thing more  than  a  useful  beginning 
it  ion  (a  contribution  your 
reviewer  acknowledges,  however  grud- 
gingly) to  the  enormous  and  diffi- 
cult task  of  uncovering  the  lost 
history  of  the  homosexual  rights 
struRRle.  Fven  if  we  had  wanted  to, 
il,l  not  have  gone  off  into 
every  little  byway  that  beckoningly 
presented  itself  (such  as  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  Prussian  Paragraph  143) 
because  of  space  limitations  imposed 
by  the  publisher. 

We  feel  obligated  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  few  factual  inaccuracies 
in  his  review,  which  suggest  that  he 
may  not  have  read  the  book  closely. 
We  do  not  devote,  as  he  charges,  "a 
single  paragraph"  to  Karl  Heinrich 
Ulrichs  (although  in  any  future  edi- 
tion, we  would  certainly  add  to  our 
treatment  of  this  pioneer).  We  count 
at  least  twelve  full  paragraphs  dea- 
ling with  Ulrichs,  plus  one  long 
footnote.  We  doubt  the  value  of  pa- 
ragraph counting  as  a  method  of  de- 
termining the  importance  allocated 
to  individuals  in  an  introductory 
book  such  as  this,  but  at  least  we 
might  hope  that  those  who  use  such  a 
method  can  count . 

In  addition,  we  do  not  understand 
Caietan's  charge  that  our  analysis 
of  what  he  terms  the  "inner  struc- 
ture" of  the  movement  is  not  en- 
lightening.  We  devoted  considerable 


space  to  discussing  tho  theoretical 
differences  debated  in  the  early 
movement,  including  those  singled 
out  by  Calctan.  Yet  we  would  he  the 
fir'.t  to  admit  that  these  questions 
dcterve  more  thorough  treatment. 

And  we  fail  to  sec  how  Magnus 
UiTKhf«ia>1i  failure  to  men-  I 
Richard  Burton  "in  so  much  as  a 
footnote"  in  Pt*«  Banoaexualitaet  dee 
McmneB  und  de«  Stibee  warrants  a  di- 
■ tribe  against  us  for  including  Bur- 
ton in  our  book.  Criticism  might 
more  appropriately  be  directed  at 
Hirschfeld,  than  at  us. 

Caietan  even  totally  omiti  any 
mention  of  a  major  focus  of  our  book 
—our  lengthy  discussion  of  the  re- 
lationship between  the  socialist 
movement  and  the  early  homosexual 
rights  movement,  and  of  the  joint 
role  of  Stalinism  and  fascism  In 
bringing  about  its  demise.  We  feel, 
in  all  modesty,  that  this  alone 
makes  our  hook  a  useful  contribution 
to  the  rediscovery  of  gay  history. 

We  are  not  disturbed  that  someone 
should  find  our  modest  90-page  con- 
tribution to  a  vast  new  field  of  re- 
search and  scholarship  Inadequate  in 
some  ways.  Initial  contributions  al- 
ways are.  We  zre  disturbed,  however, 
that  The  Body  Politic  would  choose 
to  publish  such  a  vehement  and  lop- 
sided attack  or  our  book  (your  edi- 
torial disclaimer  at  the  beginning 
adds  to,  rather  than  allays,  such 
concern) . 

John  Launtsen 
David  Thorstad 
New  York  City 
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letters 


tism.  I     hope   for  such  a  movement 

More  generally   1   aa  disap-  but   (as  one     of  the   founding 

pointed     by  the     subtle  edi-  members     of     GAU)    I     suspect 

torial     bias  of  the  reporter  that  the  GAU  is   too   spi 

who  Seems  not    to  have  under-  i:ed     a     group      to  Sal 

stood     what     the     women  were  civil   rights     in     general   or 

talking  about.     The  writer's  the     gay  community   in  gener- 

negativism     comes  through   in  al.      It     was     founded     as     a 

phrases     like  the  "ideology"  union  of     gay     people  in  and 

of  feminist     separation.     Of  around  the  universi 

course,   "ideology"   isn't   al-  it     happens,     many 


ways  a  negative  word,  but  it 
bears  that  connotation  in 
this  article.  He  reports 
that  this  ideology  was 
"preached"!!!  Why  not  ex- 
plained or  presented?  "Many 
of  the  males  (obviously  in- 
cluding the  writer  himself) 
found  this. ..to  be  a  form  of 
discrimination  by  the  wo- 
men." Note  that  in  this  ar- 
ticle the  women  "preach", 
"theorize",     and  "idealize". 


i  these 
individuals  arc  active  in 
the  wider  gay  struggle.  But 
the  GAU  must  complement  and 
foster  other  organ i :at  ions 
and  activities;  it  cannot  be 
THE  gay  organization  (even 
if  for  the  present  it  is  the 
largest) .  Many  criticisms 
of  the  GAU  seem  to  arise 
from  this  misunderstanding 
of  exactly  what  the  GAU  is 
about.  That  such  criticisms 
are       i 1 1 -founded     i  s        less 


but   the  men  "find"  something  harmful     than     the     illusion 

to  be     the- case.      It's  still  that     the  GAU  is  central  and 

the     old  sex-role  stereotyp-  can     serve     needs     it   is  not 

ing      (women     are     irrational  designed  for. 
and     intuitive,   men   logical.  Slowly  we  must  all  build  a 

etc.   ad  nauseam)   even  in  The  Gav  Community  Union  or  some 


thing  such,  which  can  incor- 
porate the  beautiful  diver- 
sity of  more  lesbians  and 
gay  men  than  the  young  mid- 
dle-class ones  who  hang  a- 
round  universities.  To  re- 
phrase Hiller's  valuable 
warning:  "The  liberation  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  can  on- 
ly be  the  work  of  them- 
selves, not  of  their  univer- 
sity elite." 


Body  Politic.  For  those  not. 
at  the  Conference  I  might 
note  that  the  reporter  men- 
tions no  news  about  any  of 
the  lesbian  panels  even 
though  all  but  two  of  these 
were  open  to  men. 

But,  alas,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  reporter's 
perceptions  were  shared  by 
many  of  the  other  men  pre- 
sent who  cried  "Discrimina- 
tion!" because  two  women's 
panels  (one  on  sexuality,  Bert  Hansen 
one       on       oppression)     were    Binghamton,   New  York 

closed     to  men,     but  who  did    ■ 

not     deign       to     come  to  the     ^  PSych0PATH0L0GY  OF  EVERY 
many     lesbian     panels  on  job     UAy   llH_. 


(^anadian 

©ay  liberation  2©ovemexit 
JPJ  rchives 

If  we  don't   safeguard  our  heritage 
aod  therefore  our  history,    no  one 
else  will   ever  do   it! 

■What  was  it   like  to  be  gay  on  farms,    in  small 
towjis,    in  cities   in  Canada  before  the   '70's? 
We  don't  really  know.     Write  down  your  remin- 
iscences for  us,   and  make  them  available  to 
others  by  depositing  them  in  the  Archives. 

•Where  are  the  early  gay  publications,   the  re- 
cords of  isolated  individual's  struggles  against 
discrimination,   the  early  newspaper  reports,  of 
arrests,   trials  and  other  incidents?     Scattered? 
Destroyed?      If  you  have  anything  ensure  its  sur- 
vival by  donating  it  to  the  Archives  now. 

Before   It   disappears  torever. 


PQ  Dox  7209  5*atton  A,  Toronto.  Onfdrto.  Ceoode   M5W  1X9         __ 


discrimination,   literature, 
etc.  which  were  open. 

Let  me  make  one  further 
remark  of  clarification 
about  the  Gay  Academic 
Union.  Partly  by  default, 
the  GAU  has  become  one  of 
the  largest  gay  groups  a- 
round  today.  There  were 
more  than  700  persons  pre- 
sent during  the  two-day  con- 
ference in  New  York  City.  It 
is  thus  often  perceived  to 
fill  a  need  for  the  entire 
gay  community.  For  example, 
your  reporter  claims  "(What) 
took  place  in  New  York  City 
will  be  a  spark  that  will 
burst  into  full  flame  as  a 
gay  civil  rights  movement  a- 
cross  the  whole  continent." 


is  our  excuse  for  the  errors 
and  omissions  which  crept 
into  the  last  issue  of  The 
Body  Politic. 

We  forgot  to  credit  Philip 
Cappetta  for  the  newsstory 
on  the  Gay  Academic  Union 
entitled  'Academics  ponder 
community! 

We  also  failed  to  note 
that  the  newsstory  'Lesbians 
meet  in  Montreal'  was  dis- 
seminated by  the  Feminist 
News  Service. 

Finally,  we  reversed  "Wom- 
en and  Men"  in  the  subtitli 
of  our  review  of  The  Univcr 
sities  and  the  Gay  Exper 
ience. 
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news 


GATE  wins 
under  BC 


fro*   •■\1    TIM  The    first    pub  1  i 

.]»     .f     .    gay    clvl 
right*    .»»«•    under    provincial    huuc 
n(i'.    ■■-.I  ■.  i  •'  ion   took  pliff   In  Vbbcoo' 
I    3D.    It   waa    lb*    first 

i  t  1 1  i«h  Columbia 
gvaBU  llgbfw  !■■<*-  legislated  by  the  HDP 
t<,vrrtarni     In     187:1       The    Injulfy 

Minister  Bill  Kin*  under 
t  tbn  Code  !■  edalnteter 

miil»r    can    apt    up    til*    Board    O 
Imjulrv     DB    th*.    baslfl    of    ■    report    by    the 
'  at  log    that     ■hi- 
to   wattle    bo    alleged   bc 


first  hearing 
human  rights 


in  Canada 
legisation 


rd- 


•  ■'■lit i  . 

,    d,     chaired   by 

■     Wood, 

Inveai  i fa (•»!    the    complaint    brought    by 

UUenc*   Toward   Equality    agelnat 

tho    Vin. v-r    Nun    f->r    refusing    to 

an    ad   announcing    th*    aubacrlptlon    ratea 
. 

■  mv  waa 
•vision,    radio,    and   ih* 

MplftlBI   ••■    lodged  under   »•"*■- 
.   dla- 

■ 
.1  I)    No   person    shall    a)    deny 

,  rmin   or   claaa   of    persona    any 

.  i  .     .    ,  .  ,  .        . 

. 
illai-r  Imina  te    ngalnnt    any    (lorann    or    claaa 
...  .         . 

I  v    customarily    a- 
liiileaa    reason- 
able  CRUMB   "xlala    for    wurh   denial    or 

LB    testing    whwth*r    tbn    aactlon 
la    applicable    to    hoeKiaesua  1-  ,     In    1073 
OAT*    aa    well     aa    other    groups    praaand    for 
i  ha    ton    '  ■•mil  1    nrlt-n- 
t at Ion1  labour    Ulnlatar 

mil    King    i»    r"fu»!ni£    ft  at  ad:    "I    an  pwr- 

iionubI- 
liy,    although    apparently    eideapread, 

Ol      legal 

■  I       ■ 

inHlal.i 


■  ■ 


rlv 


[  Vancouver ] 


pulses    and    tendencies'     are   aapeclslly 
strong   during   adolescence,    everything 
to   be    done    to  prevent 
from   going    along    that    road". 
(See   On]  I.    number   3) 

COHPLAItfT  1149       Th*   hearing   in   tho   re- 
LOHC  HISTORY         suit   of  clone   to   four 

years  of   lnt*na*  and 
per* 1  at ant    efforts   of    gay   mutant-    In 
laled    altb    GATE.    oftM     In    the 
tOB    and  mlarapreaaota- 
nanunny    Itaelf.    Sine* 
ill.     uroup    (noawtlasja   with    th*   co- 
operation 
•  run    lawyers)    baa   documented   canes  or 
srrlmlnat ion.    prepared  written   briefs 

lbs    (nvrrnarni  ,    wet    with    government 
rii-iala,    and   conducted  protests   s- 
mat    tha   government    and   The   Sun. 
Tha   coasplalnt    in    flrat    takan   up    In- 
mmlly   by    Ha    Kathleen    Huff,    the    Dl- 

>  he    Human    Rights    Cod*.     In    Jn- 
"74    undar    tbn   old  Hunan    Rights 
•  Mil    In    force,    tuff   concluded 
hat    tfia    group   had   no   recourse    to    tba 

GAY  TIDE 


isreertlag  *aha<natl« 


■Me  >laaWMl»    ' 

Grsuk&jn    /bawl*    •*•***•    '-    T* 

if   "iajf  oith.ii.    Th*  *(stiaf    i*  J  fa- 
ivuW  !>  K&yoM  for  eay  dawn 

BWeeS   ('(,•»#!*. 


Cod*  i 


It    waa    than    worded.     She    acted 

Offldvlly  to  CATt'B  conrtlalnt  under  tb* 
no*  cod*,  "hlcb  i-anw  Into  effect  In  tha 
fall    of     i 

On  both  occaalona.    ah*  an   wltb  Sun 
publlaher   Siuarl    K-aif    In   ordar    to   of- 
foit    a    aottlaawnt.    Th*  Sun    rofuaed    to 
.-hanitn    Ha   policy   of    rejecting   ada    froai 
honoaaxual ■ 

Ruff'a    report    to    tb«   Mtnlator  "-aa    in 
favour  Of    tha   GATE   coaplalot:    It    Btatea 
that    Tha    Sun'a    antlboanBaaual    policy 
"conntltutea    dlacrinlnat Ion   without    r*a- 
aonabli'    cau  ..  In    hrr    report    and    in    her 

teatlncny    befor*   the    Inquiry.    Rati 
lined    the    policy    of    Tha    Sun,     aha    alatad 
that    The   Sun    declared    huao«*«fi. 
fanalvf    to    publ  '""d>    ot 

Advertising  StasdardB  of    The   Vancouver 
Sun    lncludea    the    following   section      Pub- 
lli-    Dec.  r  enatnt    shall    b* 

prepared    it    knowingly    accapted.     which     la 
vulgar,    suggestive-   or    In   any   «ay    off*ns- 
i  ■ Section    3   2,    pt 

tb«   BC  Huaaa    Rights   Act    reads 
"th*   aes  of    any   person   ahall    not    conati- 
tute   reasonable  cauao   uli 
to    the   auilnienan  :  ■  ■  ?ncy"  .  > 

ftuft'a    report    lncludea   copies  of   aw- 
rtls««eats   printed    In    The    Van- 
couver  Sun    which   demonstrate    that    tb* 
■tandard  of   refusing  what   la      vulgar, 
sugcestlve  or   in   any  way*  offensive   to 
public  decency"    Is   not   applied  equally 
to   hcasoswxual    and   heterosexual    peraons. 
In    b*r   view,    the    standards    should    apply 
equally    to   whites.    Jews.    Christiana, 
blacks,    boajoswauala   or    beterosesuala 

Laa-ysr   Bill    Black    also   appeared   on 
behalf  of   tbe  Huama  Rights  Coaaalaston. 

GATE    *aa    repreaented    by     lawyer    David 

Ibdsbop.    associated  with   the  Vancouver 
Coassuntty    Legal    Aaslatance   Soc 
repreeentatlve   Maurice    Flood   gave    testl- 
soay   aad  waa   questioned  on   the  nature  or 
hceaasesusltty  ,    the    act  1*1  tie*   of   CATK. 

meter   «ad   purpose*   of    Gey  Tide. 
aad    tbe    hletory  of    the   oongtlalBt. 

SUH   MLMWTTJ  Tbe    Sun   waa    not    repre- 

UTTL1   nriDaOICI        eented   by    legal    couns- 
el.   Bun  director  of 
satrhellng   and   ad-rerttsing   Job*   Tooe-ood 
appeared    for    tbe   sewspeper.    Toogood    re- 
queated   parsilBBl'jn    to  astke    a  erltlen    le- 
gal   aubsiaslOB   on   Th*    Sun'a    •;■ 
policies    regarding  bcawcaaaual  f 


a    tha   nana-  of 

The  Sun    is   a    letter    from 

publ  latter   Si  u 

art    geate    to   Ms   feel 

ib   *aa    Included 

as   an   eablblt    to    the    Inquiry,    Tba    latter 

atateejeat    on    tbe      ' 

Preaa  Couscl 1 

decision   concernlag   disc 

galaat    Tbe   Bodi    1 

refera    to    a    1VT3    article 

la  The   Body    Po- 

i  it  it-    aa      abborreat"    to 

Tie    Sun.    Tha 

letter  did  not   figure   in 

the    bearing. 

Considerable    t Imp   wbi 

■ 

couetlng    Kulf'a   awvtlnga 

•1th   Kwate    and 

Toogood,     IB   which    Kaata 

■eferred   to  ho- 

atiaeaualtly    as    a       threat 

and.     in    Ruff's   worda.    "apoke   or    problaawi 

relating    to   VD  and    crlaw 

',    U*   Ruff    la- 

troduced   a    nuaWi-  ■ 

tere   rroe   indi- 

Vlduala     In    the    aa-dl^al     a 

id   heal ' t 

ti-aalona    which    reflactei 

tlon    between    hoejoaeaunl  I 

ty   and  crtsw   and 

Tbe   question   of    hoatoi 

II     It     Is     likely 

hat    GATE   *1 1 1 

in    tli- 

that    the    Isqulry    rules 

n    tta     1. 

tha    public    Unking  of    hi 

irleinal     > 

In    hla    taallanny,    Tr.. 
"any    aaaoi-latlon    ■  i  i  U   gay    liberation 
would    be   offeBalva    t«    »un»   of    our    nub- 
■arlbem".    He    characterised  The   Bun's 

being    a  natter   of    teat*   which 
involved   "a    number   si    lactora'       The   Sun. 
In   hla    vies,    haw    a    reaponalbl llty    to 
protect   lta   fully   readership   froa-  ma- 
teriel   they   eight    find  offenaiv, 

■  i.t  he  had  not  r>  ■ 
lar  laaue  of  Gey  Tld*  that  bad  • 
led  tbe  ad  aubn-lsslon  and  that  he  found 
rfooalve  In  hla  peruaal  of  the 
conlvnla.  The  offence,  he  said,  lay  In 
the  fact  thai  the  paper  dealt  with  "ho- 
a-oasauallenv'. 

Toogood  ewtlsated  that  tbe  advert  in 
r,  iea  of  The  Vancouver  Sun  wnrw 
thirty-four  allllon  dollars  per  year,  a 
largo  portion  of  which  caste  from  nnvlo 
advertising.  He  also  said  that  Tbe  Sun 
waa    not    obliged    to   accept    aovle   sda  of 

the  sort   contained   In   Ruff'a   r*| 

alleged  that  advertising  pollry  waa  es- 
tablished separate  and  apart  from  edi- 
torial  policy:    he  declined   I"   "i 

<     geate.     However,     he    conflmwd 
thai     the    declal'  *d    ■»• 

■aade   after   coneultatlon   with    tho   Sun 
publisher. 

A  brief  written  on  behalf  of   tbe  So- 
r    Education.    Action.    h>w*erch 
filing   an   Uoetoaexuall ty   was   ac- 
cepted.   Spokesperson    HsIcoIb  Crane   wan 

.ring.    SEARCH    la    a   party 
to    the    hearing   under    th*    provlalona   of 
the    Act    in    that    It    would   be   directly    af- 
bl   an  order  amde  by   the   Board. 
The    hearing   haa   been   adjourned    Inde- 
rinltely    to   allow    for  written   nubala- 


Smash 
straight  inflation 

Support 
gay  liberation 

(with  money) 
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All  OTTAWA  HI*  043   ENDORSED 

civil  rights  for  cat  people 


10j    (m».  Ottawa  Centre)   »eid   1"  • 
recent    letter  to  00   that   hr  wa» 
troubled  by  the  death 

r.crtlt.,    CMTHJ   »IU> 
(fun    Indecency, 

■    -  m  ClaaMt,  Cattle) 

•  >i*J  for  "an  explanaii 
... 

that,   .MU  h«t*m«ni*l 
an  usual i* 
charted  with  ' 


hjrar. 


ir»i 


ind  bufjary. 

tassldy  has  decided,    in  vie*  of 
tufelt'l  doatll 

ray  organl.atlon*   In 
th*  lera  "seaual  ericn- 

.  |ndi  .]   mi   in*  Ontario 

IliaU'l    Hi  glit  i    Cod*". 


1KB,      I. .I,i.    >  . 

ry  Into  Cane- 
..■  tdaltud 

issued  by    [■- 

an  triggered 
i  and  Toronto 


Andras  igreed  to 
after  KypeT'*  depoi 
deaonst ration* 

ind   r 


Ottl 


rajfp  of  the  c»»e.  The  perml 

ot   reverse  the  original   deporta- 

.»  prnHwni.   "yper  nu»l 
prralssicin  each   tiao  he 
■Uhes  to  visit  Canada. 
Kyper  addressed  a  Gays  of  Ottawa 
•eetlng  on  March  15,  The  Meting  *as 
covered  by  the   local    broadcast   and 
print  ejodla.   following  up  on  the  or- 
iginal story. 

At    present    the    [migration  act 
forbidi  hoaoiexuals  to  enter  the 
country  either  as   laoaigrants  or  as 
visitors.  Cay  organUaltons  across 
Canada  are  presently  salting  plans  to 
force  a  change    In   the  Act. 

GAYS  OF  OTTAWA   DEMANDED 

THE   HIGHT  TO  SPEAK 

to  a  conference  for  social  workers 

February  a1?  "hen   they   learned  that 

u  special  session  cos   to  be  devoted 

The  two-day  conference,  called 
"Behavior  Therapy  and  Sexual  Dys- 
function", Is  a  psychiatric  road- 
ihoa   -huh   travels  free  city  to  el- 

tv      it    -J5    sent    into  Canada  to  wake 
■oney    for   its   sponsor,    Teapli 


i  In: 


Cays  of  Ottawa  were  disturbed 
came  the  conference  planned  to  dis- 
cusi   hoaose.uality  without  bothering 

to    include   inv  ho«ose*uals    in   the 


rh«  I 


.   gave 


deauuid  and  allowed  GO  Presi- 
dent Charles  Hill  to  address  the 
•retlng  for  15  ainutes.  In  addition. 
a  planned  audiovisual  presentation 
on  hoaoseiualily  was  cancelled,  ap- 
parently out  of  fear  that  it  would 
offend   the  gays  present. 


•7TTAWA  GAYS   LEAFLETED  THE  PLAY 

"ii..,.  in  ihr  Bind"  when  it  MJ  pro- 
duced recently  by  the  Coo*lot  Little 
Theatre,  tn  their  leaflet.  Cays  of 
Ottawa  outlined  their  objections  to 
the  play  and  urged  the  audience  to 
i  i  point  of  view  while 
.itching  the  play. 


Gays  'embarass'  NDP 


Their  handout  ■ 


•Id 


th*  truth  for  «efty  gay  wen  and  eos! 
who  have  Hooped  belie. in(  in  It  t 
have  sought  ■»  alteraative  which  l 
Btt  satisfactory  to  our  -teed-i' 

The    leaflet  Ml   distributed  at    i 
four  perfomancai  of   the   play    a 
was  wall   rec-lva-  by     " 


by  BILL   LEWIS        The   Set   Democratic   Party    IE 

theoretically    a    parly    for 
working  people.    a   party  with   ■   social 

....opposition   to   the   big  business   poll- 
I    the   Liberals   and  Conservatives.    TH* 
■  ■ 
needs  of   the   peoplr.    often   supporting  pro- 
gresBlve    RO«1b1     legislation.    Surely    th- 
mosexuala,    »ho   need  equality   before   the    law 
■     i  run   ills.  l-lmlnal 
..-   support    from  such   a   party      But    such 
r.a.    at    leant,    a 
large   portion  of    the   WPP  membership    i«   com- 
posed  of    politically    conservative    people,    a 

ber  of  whom  are  rabid  religious 

A    party    which    toler*' 
actionary    'Joe    Bo 
find   contradiction! 
the   people. 

A    recent     in.  i  1    I  Indicate    I 

NDP's   response:   to  gay   needs.    In   February 


provincial   secretary   replied   to   the   appeal. 
upholding   tbe   committee's  declaloa.    Thta 
time,    somewhat   cure   sophisticated   reaaona 
■ere    given  K rlmlna- 

tlOD    ...    HUB!     !lrst    be    .l.i 

crimination   involving   raco,    «*», 
and   sesuallly   will    then  be   eolved   e»   a   matter 
i  1  >ne  more 

frcei   the  Coaanunlst   Party   than    fron. 

■ 
■ 
it  rat  Ion   ami   to   try   OM   more   appeal,    thla 
time  to  party   pres Ideal    ohird 
In    the   past   had   responded  positively   on   gay 
Insues.    Four  days  b< 
C«)   latorawd 

r, mm. hi   and   that 
thr-re   was    nothing    BOll  Billd    40      One    hour 

later     OFI 


[''■•■ 


this 


the 


,,.,.,  i  ,  .  ..    -ere  pre 

as  delegat' 

1  i-  .1 i 

for  a  brie 

toba  Hunan 

■ 

i   both 
t    a    literature    tab 

ion  and  gathering  support 
ending  changes  In  the  llanl- 
Act.  But  GFE  did  not  get  to 

threatening  public  protest  to  axpow 

discrimination  within  the  NDP.  Thai 

corded  in  reversing  NDP  decisions  is  teatl- 

OOOS    both  to  the  responsiv. 

ted)  of  the  NDP  and  to  the 

public  protest  by  gays. 

,  ion  rot  the:    nventlon  began  In 
early  January  whon  GFE  members  w.r         ( 

In  two  ridings.  Dm 

ridings  passed  a  resolution  to  be  presented 
at  the  convention,  recommending  that  the  Uu- 
man  Bights  Act  be  amended  to  Include  protec- 


WinnipegJ 


upcoming  t 

Dtbl 


all 


■  U|.s     |T. 


'   auppo 
red    p lodge 


nf 


p  baali 
ry ,    GFE   appl : 


for   permli 


end   received   a   very   emphatic   no    from   the 
ventlon   Planning  Committee.    «en   pressed   for 


people  for  — 
as  Campus  Women's  Liberation,  the  Young  Socl 
allsts.  Women's  Place,  and  the  Revolutionary 
Marxist  Group.  But  thi  piok#1  bi ■■  nme  unnecea 
ury  Several  hours  after  the  media  had  pick 
ed  up  the  story.  GFE  was  In'ormed  that  thr 
NDP  executive  had  been  polled  and  had  rjvari 
ed  the  Planning  Comnlttee' s  declBlon.  OTK 
could   now   have   a    literature   table. 

Mh-iiii      u 

n  tact,  no  objections  were  raised 
i  GFE  members  zapped  the  opening  Foi 
mal  Ball  with  same -sex  couples  -danc  1  n«  thi- 

wultz,  polka,  and  other  eaclting 
numbers'.  The  work  sessions  of  the  conventloi 
■ere  uninspiring  and,  as  GFE  expectr' 


infoi 


formation  on  homosexuallt: 
harass  the  delegates.  GFE 
slon,  pointing  out  thai  1 
policy  of  a  democratic  pa 
restrict  the  distribution 
peclally  wben  such  inform 
constituency  resolution  t< 


GFE  i 
Id  unduly  em- 
Bled  the  decl- 
uld  not  be  the 
Ike  the  NDP  to 
nformatlon,  ea- 


11  : 


to  the  floor.  But  tht 
portant  first  step  it 
both  with  accurate  li 

lty  and  with  civil  r: 
That  gays  can  pen 


L,bti 


the   • 


je   presented   at 
week   before   the   convention,    tbe   NDP 


chlng  more   people 
wtloD   on   homosexual- 
i   demands. 
ly   embarana   MDP 

cutes   the   tremendous   amount    of   odu- 

catlon"tnat  remains  to  be  done,  that  gaya  can 
politically  embarass  the  New  Democratic  Party 
Indicates  the  reality  of  gay  power. 


OTTAWA., 


The  mounting  crescendo  of   hysteria   reached 
Its   peaJi   on   March   IB  when   one  of   those   accus- 
ed     Warren   Zufelt.    a   34-year-old  civil    serv- 
ant     committed   suicide.    According   to   reliable 
sources.    Zufelt   had   threatened   to   commit   sui- 
cide earlier  and  had  been  talked  out  of  it. 
Be   threatened   to   go   through  with   it   if   his 
name  were  published.   On  the  very  day  that  oc- 
curred,   be   jumped   to   his   death    from  bis   13- 
storey   apartment   building. 

The  effect  of  Warren  zufelt  s  death  was  to 
create  an  atmosphere  of  shock  In  both  the  gay 
and   tbe   straight   communities   in  Ottawa. 

Gays   of   Ottawa,    which   had  been   contacting 
those   arrested   to   offer   legal   advice   and  mor- 
al  support,    called   a   special   meeting   and  or- 
ganized  two  demonstrations   for   March   20.    one 
against    police   headquarters  and   the   other   a- 
galnst   The  Ottawa  Journal,    the  city's   second 
daily.    The   demonstrations  were   to   protest   po- 
lice  persecution   of   gays,    tbe   discriminatory 
age-of-coosent    laws,    which  make   heterosexual 
acts    legal    from   the   age  of   14  while   homosexu- 
als  do   not   have   the   right    to  make   love   until 
the   age  of   21,    and  the   Ottawa  media's   cover- 
age  of    the  arrests  which   had   the   effect   ot 
punishing  those  arrested  even  before  trial. 
The  demonstrators  had   three   demands:    withdra- 
wal of  all  charges  of  gross  indecency  and 
buggery  and  an  end  to  pollce  persecution  of 
gays,    uniform  age-of -con sent   for  all   sexual 
acts      and   an   end   to   tbe  biased,    sensational- 
ist  reportage  and  a  presentation  of   tbe  truth 
In    the  media.    Seventeen  men   and  women   parti 
cipated   in   the   pickets,    wearing  black  arm- 
bands  and   carrying   signs   reading:      Dniform 
age-of -consent    laws'.      End   police   persecut 
of   gays r  ,     "Avenge   Warren   Zufelt  I  ' . 
ta   killed   Zufelt''-    The   demonstration   receiv- 
ed widespread   and  generally    favourable   cover 
age  aad  was  heavily  supported  by  th*  gay  corn- 
Support   alao   came    from   the   community   at 


'Eed- 


large.    The  Otta.a-Carleton   Social    PJ»««;"8 
Council    approved  a  motion   to   alu°*,,v",B'";_  " 
of    the   charges   to  determine  whether   dlscrimi 
nation   bad   taken   place,    Zufelt   lawyer   Leonard 
Shore  spoke  out,    vocally  ^lal(BlD8n*,"L   fo_ 
Ottawa   Pollce   were   directly   responsible    for 
Zuf'Tt's   death   by   connecting   bis   ^"''^ 
■vice   ring'.    The  press   have   been   under   heavy 
attack   on8the   issue   of   ™f»»i«   ff*   "£T 
of    individuals  charged.    Both   dailies   haw- 
published  weak  editorials   defending   the^r 
right   to  inform  tbe  public.   Gayat°'  °ln*"* 
has  submitted   a   complaint   against   The   Ottawa 
Citizen   to   tbe  Ontario  Press   Council,    con- 
demning  its   sensational   coverage   of    the   ar- 
rests  Ind   its   printing  -'«»».«..   «-   *■- 
,„...,  of  those  accused  lo  this  cooie*.. 

5£!  ,ig."nc,su,,  hop  aui  lo,  ot.™ 

resl.t.a  CO',  .ttew...  »  «»'•  ""  !"?"; „" 
dorse»eo.  °I   >"  c»«p.ls»  «°   '"'"J*    .,£ .Si. 
orleot.tlon-    In   tbe   Ontario  Hunan   Btghta  Co0#, 
•rote  to  Oa,.  ol  Otta.a  lndlcatt.a  that  Zu- 
telfs  death  »as  proof   for  bits  of    the  con 
crete  oppression   that  «a,  people  .u.t  ubd»r«o. 
and  of   the  need  to  impl«aent   >•«•■'•"»■*" 
protect    .be  civil    rl.bt.  of   ,.,• .    Be  «"«   " 
.he  Minister  of  Justice  and  the  "Ini-'er  01 
a..°c.il.nrfor1u.^eiu..onT,"..,u.,or>: 

•"s;r;^."."o-on.;;,n.^'':.d..pr..d 

plication,  for  tbe  «.y  """"",'.",*"??' 
1U  «».«nt  .ill   b...  to  J..""  'he  con- 
tro»er.lal    issue,  of  prostitution  and  jouth 
,„u.llt».    •  Hr.  "and  on  .h.  "e-"'-"""* 
laea  and  Criminal  Code  r.tora.  ■»•>  be  .aken, 
it    also   shows   an   urgent   need    tor   tbe   •o.enwnt 
to  b.  prepared  to  act    la—  dl.tel,  to  defend 
the  «f  coanrunity  -hen  persecution  occur-^ 
Ci*.  ^..    canine    to   defend   ;"•-•>'."". 
to  preaaur.  polltlci™   to  tab.   fir.  at 
on  anttbobo.eirual  oppree.lon. 
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Damien  sues  for  rights 


r  i-ucurr      John  r*ami*n.   m*  *t-*.i 

*d  by   tb*  Ontario  Racing  Cam- 
...    la    suing    both 
mmlasins    and    individual    official*   of 

lub,    th*   Cosaalssloa.    and 
•  •laser   and  Co  — rclsl    Relations 
i   OOO.    brits 
-  nrlo  Supreme  Court  on 
Wt1    against    the    Raem«   Comml*- 
i    narftt]    dismissal    and   aakn    for 
,rth*r    ault    *- 
mdlrldusls    for  conspiracy    to 
Dan  I  en    at    hln    trad*   *»*ka    II. 000. OOO 
>  .      111I  I-    "111     b*    board    ht 

-vol    brriux-    of     tb*    amounts    of 


II-  i 


Toronto 


tarlo   Human    Rights   ronwlnston.    Kupylo   -ill 
aak    th*   Coswlsalon    to  expand    tta    |nterpr*ta- 

Ini  il     la    the    Onta- 
rio   Hunan    night*  Cod*    to    Include   *«aual    orl- 
CogaalMlOfl    "HI    » 1  ■»    If"    asked 
i.    firing  on   tha 

■  rprnla- 
ruling     thai     hla    dismissal    000*  t  1  tuted 
u    hreai-h   of    legally   guarantnsd    right). 

r  f   gay 
riu    who    la    discriminated    ag- 
alnai    will    havn   a    lagal    means  ot    r*dr**s.    If, 

1,      |n     I ■      I.      tb*     H   ■  ■rr-'i  I  ■       lOO      "■.■■In     thl* 

......      r  thi 

,  m  part    '■<   "■■ 

ouri 

1    to    relntorprot    tbe    human    right* 


ltiglnUtl' 

■ 


reinstate    I 


Id    hi. 


IBlao'a   caao    n>   originally 
HI  lab*,*    Toward 
1 . »n   pa*a«d  on    I 
•  • 

leiltlre    haa    be - 
.  "mm   a   pro  I  ln>'«-wldw   and   even    ontlon-*ldo   *f- 
11     tta    rebrusry    22    meeting    In    bnlorloo. 
.... 
Oaj    Right*    in    Ontario  .mien's 

defenco  a*   an  official   Coalition    i 
Tbla  moans    thai    tin-    eleven  member   organ 
tlonn    will     rat  mi'     funds    and    publicise    th*    i-aar 

■    ■••■!  many    Individual    gay*    and 
fro*  gay  organisations.    For  (•■.ample,    money 


has    twn    iroIlTtml    at    OUm    •■-'111     fuectlom* 
and    given    to   Gay*   ot   Ottawa    for    tb*   Damlea 
defence.    Outald*   of   Ontario.    aianlpag*   Oat- 

,.:ity    baa    given   money    to    tha   Committee 
to    tvr-nn   Joan    Dnmleo    and  otb*r   western 
groups    have    indicated   a*    Intention    to  do  mo. 

But    aupport    for  John   Damien    baa   not    been 
11*1  I<>1    to   gaya.    ■ltbto   day*   of    tha    in 
sent     of    hla    dismissal,     the    mat  tar    became    ■ 

.  .,»ue  ibn  The  Globe  and  Mall  and  Tit* 
Toronto  Star  editorially  .-asttgated  lb*  Onta- 
rio lacing  Commission  and  tb*  Ontario  Govarn- 
■ant  for  their  naked  display  of  bigotry.  Tb* 
Star,  long  known  for  It*  a*t tnomosexual  "di- 
torial  line,  did  a  pBlnful  about  I 
trailed    two   daya   behind  The   Oloba   and   Kail  — 

and    aald.     ' ht«o*oaual*    are    entitled    to 
tb*    name    right*   a*  other  people.    Tula    *ur*ly 
tb*    right    to   apply    for    and    to  bold   a 
the    same    tar**    *■  other*".    Tb*  Canadian 
I  Lbc-rtlM    Association,    twenty    yaara   be- 
hind   Ita   American    i:ounl wrpart ,    stepped    for- 
ward   to   sudors*    tb*   Damien    campaign,    and    1*   a 
bssrioatng  display  of   unity   against   »m»», 
the    International    Io*m'i   Day 

led    lla 
aupport    for   On* I on.    Tb*    tld*  of    aupport    haa 
•van  s*ep*d   Into   tb*  Ontario    legislature, 

..  K1.A  baa  already  ralaod  the  laauo  of 
Dnmleo' s  firing  In  the  House,  and  othera  ar* 
lining  Up  (OT  a  nbol  at  the  Minister  of  Con- 
sumer   anil  Co  —  ■reiki    Relatlona. 

On*  month   ago,    with    th*    arrogant    <•< 
thou    who    b*ll*v*    themselves    born    to    rule    and 

led.    Raring  Commission   (."hair- 
man    Charlea    HcMtUhtOB,     a    charter    *»ci 
the    Dig    Blue    Hscblne.     casual)> 
Daalnn'*   dlaatlaaal    with      "What    did    you   *■- 
■    l    with   a 

■  11  lion -do liar   *ult    and    a   puhl I r.       Hi 

Naughton    muai    b*   wond*rlng   what    **nt    wrong, 
for     It     la    hla    *xper ta t Ion* ,     not     anyone 
•  lav'n.    that    ar*    In   qu<  ■ 

Th*   Daalen    ault*  will    bo   heard    In    Hovaab- 


Defend 
John  Damien! 
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Gay  coalition  sets  program 


hi   i 


n  rrn 


AM  i 


I     BtVpB 


formation 

.■.t    January,    ropreaentat  lv*a   or   «l 
irganlratlona    m*t    In   fatorloo   T*bru- 
ary   22   to  diBcuaa   a  co*ar<n  prograjas*   for  On- 
tario's   gay    groupa.    Hooting  a*    th*   Steering 
CoamUtloe    of    C0RO.     th*    delegates    ■* loomed    new 

■mabora  xoprnaentlng  gay*    in  Hamilton.    St  Cn- 
ibcrlna*.    aad   Cuelph. 

Tb*  fitoerlng  Cooaaltt**  adopted  a  founding 
Btatoawnt  -ht.-h  **ta  the  goal  of  (he  Colli- 
tloo    a*    a   public    campaign    to    "obtain    full    oi- 

i    hiaaan    right*    for   bomoaeaual    m*n    and 
aiaaaa".    The    atatamnnt    alao   net  a    forth    the 
atructur*.    demand*,    and   atrategy   which  will 
-nape    th*    campaign. 

Th*   moat    Immediate    of    CGRO  demands    1*    for 

Of    th*    torn      aenual     nrlenta- 

■■  i  arlO    Human    Rlgbta  Cod*.    This 

discrimination  on   tb*  grounds 

.  ii   for 

.  ■.-■  n   ^i**kl ng 


ent    of    dlacrlmlni 
ring  specific    1m 

In    the    field 


>   agali 


lgat*   th*  OB- 
it    gay*  and   to 

public    attention 
f   education,    whlcl 
reaponslbl I Ity , 


I  Coat- 


Waterloo 


I    for    th*    nd- 

»■!    a    further    lanidaul    to    tb* 
ould   provide   meaniagful    p*oaltl*a 
-n\.    maBimum   fia*a  ar* 
.nJ    goOOO    for    cume-an- 
■    ar*    l**l*tf.    n    ' 

lag    to 


rnao  i 


1 1 1 


of     IBt' 

C0B0   I*   alao   i 


ly    la 


■ailed    for   unbiased   present  at  Ion   Of 
hnnosesualtty    In    ««»      education   progrananaa 
and  Htr#as*d   tha  n»«!   for   r«p**a*ntat iv«a  of 
the   gay   coaavunlty    to  participate    In    these 

Is  Olber    arris    or    provincial    Jurisdiction. 
CGRO   Is    demanding    guaranteed   medical    coverage 
for   gay   couploa  under   th*  Ontario  Health   In- 
auranc*  Plan,    equal    treatment    in  Ontario 
Housing  Corporation  project*,    th*   prohll 

rimlnatlon    la   hiring,    proaajtlons.    aad 
dismissal    within    tbe  Ontario  civil    aer 
and   an   end    to    the   courtroom   practice   04 
■ld»rlng    sexuality    a    criterion    In    Judging  pa- 
rental   suitability    In   custody    aad    adOBl 

Among  CGRO  projects    for   tbe    next    y*ar    la 
th*   presentation   of    a   brief    to    tbe   OBtnl 
leglalBtur*    setting    forth    tbe   Coalition*   da- 
■mnd*   and  demon at  rating   tba  need   for   their 
tmpteswatit Ion      Support    for    this   docuawat 

lagfrl    from    labour   union 
(roup* ,    riding    associations,    and  clliren'n 
groups.    In    addition,    ss-mber  organ  1  tta t looa 
all)    ***k   out    specific    Instances    of    discrim- 
ination   agalaat    gay    p*opl*   and  mill    d*v*top 
caapalcns  around   tbeas  case*. 

noting   tb*   lamlnenc*  of  a  province 
era)    *l*ctloa.    th*  Steering  Cosaalttee 

■0  *ould    intervene    IB    nil-candidates 
meetings    to    pose    questions    and     leaflet,     aad 
voutd    sponsor    lta   own    all-caadldat*a    meetings 
•1th    gay    rights    as    tb*   ceatrsl    theme 

Tba    n*st    meeting   or    tbe  CGRO  Steering   Com- 
mit!**   will    take   place    In   Oualpb   os    Ibl 
•ad  of   Aprl I   ae 


news 


a  ■  ikj  killcd  run  peonji 


riua  earlr  la 

April     Oa. 

tta*    1*    ttlll 

-nlJest.l, 

■  It   ban   clai 

lfl*a   th*   fir*   a*   *r 

ra*  rir*  fa 

I*e*«  ea  tbe  he*li  •( 

a  wsllc*   raU 

•s   tk*  baU   i«ry.n 

la  wklCb  la  c 

«to*st»   i»d  M|ili>r*es 

•er*   arretted 

Ho  <barg*»  eetw   lal* 

Tba  coaauxl 

•vest*   arpaan   ta  b*   a  sl*na>tlai  • 

"real   polKa. 

•  i'  ralaUeal 

believed   (hli 

*a«*r>   par   prota^tion   noaey   to   th* 

•led   that 

ClBBt, 

>  aboa*d 


Tb*  ralJ  and  firs  ban* 
»*(  ir»i    cm   and  pall 1 1 
to   the   a itant   that    •   i- 
!•   being   t.irmaJ   to  participate    la 
tha  Hay   Day  March. 


•aanant   of   iha   t*1    ■■.'anniii      The 

*■>!  liijihi-m-    . 

1*   proAicae   In    w   1 

Ibutei   lr»e   to 

th-  Hntr 

■amity. 

Till      ■.*>      *:*■  iM   1 
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ASSOCIATION 

from   lit   Me   laalll 

Kraal  *J- 

Jr«»»    to  a  downturn 

1'- alloc    Tha 

i    ulnialnlnt  th»    tUfa 
bulldlnf   and   th*   nee  J    for   a   son 

,-.  nrn  .<  i   »»•.  w  ran 

AGAINST  HEHUCRSHIP    IK  CGRO 
according  ta  paitor  kobart  Hoir*.    In 
a  latter  to  th*  Coalition  for  Cay 
Hlghti  in  Ontarlu.  "oil*  laid  that 
th*  churth'i  board  of  IHretton   frit 
that  their  coniregillon'i  "Alvariltj 
on  the  aubl*<t  of  aftlvlas  pracludai 
th*  diract   tad     offi.  i 

of  our  corporata  willy  at   thli 


iiai 


lolta  a 


■ 


would  "wort  cloialy  "l«i  th*  Coali- 
tion alth  a  vies  towarda  providing 
•dasuata  tovsrag*  of  your  attlvltlti 
in  tha  paga*  -t  Httro  Cossaatlty 


SDTPOirT  FOR  CAT  CIVIL  RIGHTS 
dona] 
ta«s 


sat  aKpreiiad  by  tha  Intel 
■omaa**  Day   conference  ah! 

root*  city  hall  on  * 
•.  Tb*  delegate!  voted  to  asasn 


•ntatton'    in  th*  Ontario  Kuans 
Klgbti  Cod*  and  alio  •itanaad  back 
ing  to  th*  Cosmitt**  to  Oefmwl  Job*. 


by  th*  Toronto  Cay  alliaiua  Toward 
tousmy>  Tb*  publication.  Gay  Hi- 
■M(Mit*d  nonthly  la  Tor- 
oato'i  gay  ghetto.  Slaglv  coelai  an 
a.ailabl*  from  Gay  klilng.  boi  114. 
Station  V,  Toronto.  Ontario. 


Binational 

Gay 
Conference 

June  28-30 


Ottawa 


-tb  aam  politic- 
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Socialists  give  views  on  gay  liberation 


bv  RICHARD  WORTH       On  March  31.   Gays 

fcqualuy   of   Winnipeg 
hwld   •    forum.    called   "IK«BMBtl   Oppree- 
■  lon   and   Liberal  loo  — V1m»    Iron   the 
i,    various   eleaent, 
■  ■  il    to   present    their   ena- 
,    ,. .    ., .    .  .    g*j  oppression 

,.tlon    to    the    gay    oove- 

nant.   Of   those   lnvlted--the  Communist 

Party   of   Canada,    the   New   Democratic   Par- 

■     league  for  Socialist  Action,   and 

..ijtionary   Marxist   Croup— only 

tbl     two   Trotrtyl*!    ..rginlzatlons.    the 

...List    Action   and   the   Re- 
i.ry    Uaralst   Croup,    participated 

(  WinnipegJ 


bis    invitation   was 
i  ,,><  .-■  11  i  i  1. 1'      but    not    surprising.    The 

|llir | I    botb    t*e   BUG  and  the 

LSA  wan   predlr table.    In    the  past,    both 

jirnu  have  nhown  considerable 

■  d   '  i"    !■■'■■   '■■""■'  '"    ">  ■i»nl- 

.1  len  has 

,. i   idoribla  support    to  tbi    i--1  I 

of  Cays  for  Equality. 
■01  including  a  1  .r  ;  ■  li 
■    ,nwirutor»   for   thi    OOJI 

HiBhl      Ban  h   Uur Hal  lonk]    Gay 

.   ..,i.  rem  i     In  Kli "«t   tmi.   the 

m,  in.  Lor  at   »u Iiir  *  *la"  ran*c  of 

■:.i       iii    their   programme   during 

ii,.    i    ,  i  ■.■  i  .■  .iiit ,    and   thi  i  > 

I  ...I.  i  I.        ta1 itl   of   support    (or    thr   nay 

0  I 

i I  ron  the  CPC  and   thi    RDF 

,,,.,  ,n ,  ,  .iii..     During  tbw   tut 
i,  , t Ion.  BID    Boss,    Manitoba 

■ I    P  t  i  ■■■    li  ndi  i    md  i  indidntw  in 

Wlnnlpi  i   '•■■'  i 

. ■■! I :!<■'!     '"    "'■      '■  ■       """ 

.  ■  Lon  i  o«J  i iumi  lonnalrm.    in 

I,  ,        ,..  •    i  '  i  v.      r.      !■■■ ■ 

,,,..:.      then     seemed   to  be  soma 
evldenc*    that    nt    least   some   elements    in 


the  CPC   are   departing   from  the   party 
line   which  characterized  homosexuality 
as   •   perversion   promulgated  by   capital- 
ist   dpcideni'".    However .    their   failure    tO 
,       our    Truest   with   a   represent- 
I    thin    forum  suggests   that    the 
party    Is   not   prepared   to   give   open   sup- 

-rovemeet   at    this   t  law . 
Slallarly,    although   a   stall    number  of 
individuals   sitbln    the   NDP   have   express- 
ed   support     for    (ay    demands    in    it- 
the    party    did    not    respond    lo    our 
for   a   participant    and    Is   a   very    lone  way 
from   adopting   a  party   poml 
p,,rt    Ot    the   gay   movement.    Il 
nate   tbat   neither   the  Coim'n. 
social   democrats— by    far   the   most    slgnl 
Meant   elements  of   the    left- 
adopted   a 

Ttie    forum   focused  on   two  main    issues 
.  re   of   cay   oppression   and   the 
strategy   of    the   gay   movement.    01 
t«o.    the   discussion   of   strategy   was   the 
B|      Mr   Clevel 


niortu 


struggle  for  gay  liberation  la  going  to 
be  Intimately  Intertwined  with  tbe  rise 
of  the  class  struggle  and  the  victory  of 
the   class    at  rut  , 

■hlle    Ihr    MIC.    srrs    tbe    elVll    right* 
orientation   of   the   gay   movement    as    Inad- 
equate  at    this   time,    the   LSA   fully   en- 

gm*  rights  as  the  corrwsl 
for    the   gay   movement   at    this   t tmr      Ur 
Russell    support  6    this   undone*,  i 

basts  that    oivil  »  broad 

■  ag    th.-    nifibi".    ..(    gay 
people   and   that    these    immedlai. 
crete   demands   have  been   proven    thr   moni 
effective   means   of   moblllrlng    large   num- 
!•)   people     «r  Ruatami  I 

that    civil     rights    struggles    will    reaull 

ii  umber  ■ 
of   gay   people,    leading   1 


.      1U! 


Ised   the   pos: 


OlUl 


of    the   HUG  < 


■nta- 


tlon:  '*i  crti 

capitalism,    at   present,    and   the 


atlng   a 
ch  the  gay 
movement   must    reorient    Itself". 

(Earlier.    Ur   Cleveland   had   discussed 
the    Inception   of    the   gay   movement    as 

. lent  movement    ani 
rights   struggles   of    the   6Q's--a  political 
Hi ,   and   not   based 
■  lied    (hat 
because   capital  lam   Is   entering   a   new 
phase,    accompanied  by   a   rise    in  working 
class  struggle,    rivil    right-   is  no   long- 

ru.ua    for    the   gay   move- 
ment,   which   should   establish   a   baala    in 
ing   class    and    integrate    Itself 
broader  class  struggle.) 
"Tha   task  of  the  fay  movement    is  very 

derine    lt»elf    in    relan 
-ruggle   and   to   see    that  — not    by 
,,!...,■. i,,,,.  ,  ,  ■  Ming   the 

H  ion  Id  adherence 
to  the  class  st ruggle  — thui  it  muat  un- 
derstand  that   the   character   "l    tBB 


__.    against    gay   oppression      Qui 
that    they   have    to  organize   ag»n 
whole   system  which  maintains    this  op- 

Although   the   WIG   and   the   LSA   put    for- 
ward  different   positions  on   the   correct 

i     ihe   gay   movomein.    I 

b 
dent    gay   movement.    They    stated   that    a 
socialist   revolution  will  providi    thi 

■    |    i  ■■■  ■  ■  on       oi    n 

, .    .i.  .i  .   I.-  .i    i ■  i  ■  ■ 

,...,.!. 

upltsLlet   societies   confirms 


Gay  woman  recounts  police  violence 

„                                   Bnn-   Potts   charged   Constable   Robert   Hall         and   contradicted    the   bi 
uirmavi  innnnrv       197-i.     Brunswick  enne    TOiis    coorgcu    ™u"*  ... ,._  ,...!«      naner    nt    thp    Brunswick,    c 


by    IUCHABL        January,    1974. 

RIORDON        Tavern,    Toronto.    Pat    Mur- 
phy,   Adrlenno   Potts,    Heath- 
er  Byer.    and   Sue   Hells  were   out    for   a 

i    :m   amateur   talent   show.    Subjec- 
ted to  insults  and  abuse  by  a  man.    two 
of    thp   »oiwti   sang   "I   Enjoy   Being   a 

i Ight    policemen   arrived,    took   Pa- 
tricia,   Adrlt>nne,    and   Heather   to  Divl- 
Blon   BQ,    No  mention  of  charges,    no  phone 
calls,    but    sustained   abuse--'*dykes" . 
"bitches",    "hosebngs",    all   they   need    is 
tusk,    etc  —  then   they   were   releas- 
ing  to   go   until    lawyers  were 
called,    they   were   thrown   out,    Adrlenne 
injured.    They   return   to   the   Brunswick 
for   witnesses,    police   arrested   the   three, 
back   to   HQ.    Pat   was   knocked   down,    hit 
her  head  on  a  wall.    Uore    'jokes",   a 

ihes   policeman   pretended   to   flod 
a   bag   of   white   powder  on   Pat.    The    three 

p«    charged   with   causing  a   dis- 
turbance.  Adrlenne  with  obstructing  pol- 
ice. 

Hay   and   November.    1974.    Ontario   Pro- 
vincial  Court.    Two   trials.    Adrlenne   was 
|   ol   obstructing   police:     'caus- 
ing  a  disturbance'    was   dismissed.    Adrl- 


(Ident 
Lsky.    hats   are 


by   hat-badge   number 
easily  switched. i 

April.  1975.  Royal  Commission  on  Me- 
tropolitan Toronto  Police  Practices,  one 
of  a  blur  of  royal  commissions  In  a  pro- 
bable Ontario  election  year,  subpoenaed 
Pat  Murphy  to  testify.  She  declined. 
'Two  pointless  trials  were  enough".  Com- 
mission Counsel  informed  her  a  warrant 
would   be   Issued   if   she   didn't   appear. 

The  tone  was  set  the  first  day.  Onta- 
rio Supreme  Court  Justice  Donald  Morand 
arrived  late,  and  adjournedaf ter  °ue-^ 
and-three-quarters   hour 


ntradlct..Tl Uhort    Night- 

ingale,   owner   of    the  BrunaWlok, 
he    feared   tbe  women   were   stirring   up 


in,- 


.111.    . 


1  !,, 

ft 

»e.  Another  *1 

-el  axed 

:e  came 

1  that 

I  hi.' 

police 

should 

rest"  unt i i    the 

and  good -i 

One  witness 

have   used   mor<    force  on   ine  wonwu. 

ice  Counsel,    cross-eaamlnlng.    contended 

that    the  women   had   deliberately   provoked 

first    the   Brunswick   management,    then    the 

police.   Constables  denied  unnecessary 


said    they   were   i 


ily   human 


Pat'; 


ol  I. 


Lynn  King,  =-v  „. 
lawyers  one  of  whom  frequently  smirkeo 
and  turned  bis  back  on  the  witness  dur- 
ing her  testimony.  On  a  hand-drawn  ex- 
hibit map  of  the  Brunswick-Fourteen  Di- 
vision H«  neighbourhood,  police  had  in- 
cluded the  former  headquarters  of  t 
Owj    Alliance   Toward   Equality. 


f  Toronto    ) 


(Earlier   : 


ilng   the   womeo't 


Igatli 


mistake,    part 

,    replied   the   constable. 

■  rroborated 


i    the  week.    Pat    told   tbe  Com. 
,,,      "You    seem   to   be   looking  only 
for   physical   abuse   here,    but    verbal    ab 
use   can   Have  much  worse   effects  oi 

jhe   testified   Iba 
stables   spoke    to   her   between 
the   Royal   Commission.    -*" 
If    to   perjury   because 
his   fellows.    The   cons 
«nade  the  statement. 

Though   she   was   acquitted   la 
Pal    Murphy    had   beeo   arrested,    aa   have 
all  tbe  Commiesion-s  major  wltneaaea. 
They  are  subtly  cast    in  the  roie  oi   <w 
fendants.    daring  to  impugn  the  honour  t 
those   who      xerve   and   protect"    (Toronto 
Police  motto).    Police  witnesses-   aeemed 
almost   visibly  to  ring  down  the  **•"• 
r   helmets,    aatonlsbed   and   wsawll- 
.,,    ihcac   attacks— in   fact,    by   be 
ing  questioned   at    all.    It    la    itl 
that  anothsr   look   Into  their  i 

r  permitted  before  a  long  mtwr- 


of  the  con- 

esslons  of 

g   prlvate- 

f    pressure   from 

ble  denied   having 


val 


ixpected  to  repor' 


—  THE    BODY    POLITIC- 


Lesbians  expose  landlord 


■  MARIE  ROBERTSON    In  Ontario,  shame-faced 

id  KEN  POPERT       racism  often  seeks  dis- 
guise in  subtleties,  but 

itihomosexual  prejudice  flaunts  itself  and 
nds  no  need  to  bide.  This  is  what  five  Wa- 
rloo  lesbians  discovered  last  December  when 

ley  set  out  to  find  a  home  together.  They 
so  learned  that  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 

irnmlssion  has  no  legal  power  to 

ises  of  antigay  discrimination 

Early  in  December,  the  women 


tly.    Good 


Waterloo 


assured  her  that.  If  he  were  renting  to  het- 
erosexuals, the  rent  would  be  S330  as  origin- 
ally presented  in  the  lease,  but  that  he  felt 
compelled  to  charge  the  women  S345  because  of 
their  sexual  orientation.  Robertson  refused 
to  accept  this  and  Good  left  her  apartment. 
That  evening,  Graham  and  Robertson  spoke  with 
bin  on  the  telephone  and  he  stated  his  posi- 
tion once  again,  concluding  with:  "It  doesn't 
sound  like  you  want  to  rent  my  house". 

The  women  attempted  to  lodge  a-  formal  com- 
plaint with  the  local  office  of  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission .  but  were  informed  by 
Human  Rights  Officer  Paul  Wrtghtman  that  the 
Commission  had  no  jurisdiction  over  this  form 

discrimination.  Although  Wrigbtman  seemed 
sympathetic,  the  indifference  of  the  CommiS' 


.  Un 


y  of  Waterloo  bullel 
ng  a  house  for  rent.  In 
elepbone  call,  Candis  Grahar 
landlord  Terry  Good. that  thi 
lable  for  S320  a  month 


vident  when  the 
ain  1 


wrightmi 


.  the  i 


ild  lo( 


foi: 


ring  ( 


>  women  accompai 


the 


id  Good  tc 
i  expressed 
lesire  to  reDt  from  him.  Good  stated 
e  rent  would  be  $325.  The  women  pre- 
him  with  a  cheque  for  $25  as  a  deposit 
said  that  he  would  let  them  know  defi- 
the  next  day  about  his  decision,  since 
■  group  of  people  had  shown 


necessary 

aws  which  affect  gay  people. 
j  women  reported  the  incident 
to  the  press.  The  story  was  picked  up  by  The 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Record  and  by  the  local 
CTV  affiliate.  Although  the  embarassed  Good 
denied  the  whole  thing  and  threatened  the  vo- 

■efused  to  do  so. 


Good  telephoned  1 


n  on  December  9, 
i  them,  and  made 
ngements  to  bring  a  lease  to  Marie  Rob- 
on  the  following  afternoon.  This  he  did, 
the  lease  was  made  out  for  S330  a  month. 
ng  the  visit  he  apparently  noticed  some 
iian  literature  in  Robertson's  bookcase 
asked  her  if  the  women  involved  in  the 
isaction  were  gay.  In  an  effort  to  be  hon- 
she  .st.itt-d  that  she  was  a  lesbian  but 


-ould  i 
this  i 


spea 


af  fin 


:  for  1 


aid  that,  as 
:  "disclosure,  he  felt  impel! 
rent  to  $345  because  of  prt 
■ed  were  intrinsic  In  rentii 


Robei 


and  i 


ssumptions.  Good 
informed  them  that,  as  social  deviants,  gay 
people  had  to  pay  more  for  things  than  "norm' 
al"  people.  He  told  them  to  consider  it  a 
form  of  "insurance"  and  then  stated  that  he 
did  not  want  a  bunch  of  "faggots"  carrying  oi 
on  the  front  lawn  of  tbe  house.  Robertson  de 
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Politics  succumb  to  religion 


by   MARTIN  SMITH 

moved   dr 

the  religious  ar. 
md  Chutzpi 


lly  fr< 


lgn  appears 


al 


groups  like  Accep- 
the  Catholic  and  Jewish 
homosexual  movements  respectively,  and 
Christ's  Community  Church  which  are  not  only 
attracting  gays  from  out  of  the  closets,  but 


getting  i 


ults 


alia 


All  ( 


There  are  four  CCCs  in  Austi 
them  have  growing  memberships  i 
being  "a  Christian  church  with 
into  the  gay  community" ,  an  oui 
ed  with  senior  gays,  gay  pi 
holies,  and  pastoring  in  gay  bars.  Soon  after 
its  foundation,  Sydney  CCC  found  its  bousing 
services  inadequate  for  those  attending  and 
were  offered  the  use  of  a  Methodist  church  an 
and  a  Quaker  meeting  house.  There  are  similar 
reports  from  other  Australian  centres. 

Chutzpab  has  opened  discussions  with  Jew- 
ish student  and   youth  groups  on  Australian 
campuses  and  in  synagogues,  so  that  the  issue 
of  gay  rights  was  discussed  at  the  annual 
conference  of  the  Australasian  Union  of  Jew- 
ish Students  last  February. 

Acceptance  is  expanding  so  rapidly,  that 
it  is  considering  putting  on  a  full-time  org- 
aniser, the  first  gay  group  in  the  country  to 
do  so.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  a  little  time 
until  public  masses  for  gays  will  be  held. 
The  first  national  conference  of  Acceptance 
will  be  held  later  this  year  wltb  delgates 
attending  from  all  parts  of  Australia. 

And  what's  happening  ID  the  meantime  with 
gay  political  groups  in  this  country?  It 
would  appear  that  the  Sydney  scene  is  dupli- 
cated throughout  tbe  country:  Sydney  GLF  fol- 
ded up  many  months  ago.  gay  liberation  groups 


on  campuses  no  longer  meet,  the  Political  Ac- 
tion Group  within  the  Campaign  Against  Moral 
Persecution  (New  South  Wales)  has  disbanded, 
and  the  Gay  Revolutionary  Group  and  the  Gay 
Communist  Collective  are  also  history. 

Tbe  last  political  action  to  take  place  in 
Australia  was  a  series  of  meetings,  late  last 
year,  which  took  place  at  Sydney  University 
each  Monday  night  to  discuss  the  presentation 
of  a  petition  to  the  New  South  Wales  parlia- 
ment for  homosexual  law  reform  and  tbe  draw- 


Australia 


ing  up 

A  Gay  Li 
that  "gay  1 
Australia  a 


--.in 


aid 


:  moment";  I  cannot  agree,  be- 
tnere  are  more  gays  working  for  their 
liberation  today  than  ever  before.  They  may 
not  be  using  Marxist  theory  and  tactics  and 
they  may  not  be  holding  marches  and  demon- 
strations, but  tbey  are  activating  other 
gays,  they  are  confronting  institutions  on 
the  issue  of  gay  rights,  and  they  are  getting 

The  purely  welfare  side  of  gay  activism- 
alternatives  to  bars,  beats,  and  baths,  cris- 
is centres,  legal  assistance— are  being  pro- 
vided at  centres  established  in  each  capital 
city  by  CAMP,  which  is  now  serving  a  purely 
holding  position  In  the  gay  community. 


sit 


:  political. 


;  valuable  and  i 


,    but 


news 


nicknaned  Cora,  carries  books  an 
films  about  la-,  herstory.  art, 
Itlcs,   sexuality,  and  other  topi 

The   tentative  schedule 
lows:  May  1S-5.   Barrio;    16-7  Orll 
20-2.   Parry  Sound;    23-5, 


fol- 


2h-B 


t  Sic  t 


,    30-  J 


Thunder  Bay;  2-5,  Kenora;  6-7,  Thun- 
der Bay;  8-9,  Kapuskasing;  10-1, 
Tiraains;  12-4,  North  bay;  16-8.  Pem- 
broke; M-4,  Lindsay;  2S-7,  Peterbo- 
rough; 28-9,  Oshawa.  The  July  tour- 
ing area  will  be  bounded  by  Ornngc- 
ville,  Owen  Sound,  Goderich,  Strat- 
ford and  Toronto.  The  August  tourlnj 
area  Mill  be  bounded  by  Sarnie, 
Windsor,  London,  Niagara  Falls,  and 
Guelph.  In  the  fall,  Cora  "ill  wove 
on   to  the  Marititws. 

Women  and  women's  groups  who  wouli 
like  to  have  Cora  visit  or  who  h3Ve 
books  and  other  material*  to  donate 
should  contact  Ellen  at  922-2084  in 
the  afternoons. 


the  University  of  Guelph  newspaper. 

The  petition  expresses  resentment 

over  "the   favourable  publicity   that 

homosexuality  in  general  and  the 

UQtt  in  particu 

The  Ontarion".    UGHA  is 

ty   of  Guelph  Homophilc  Association. 

According  to  the  petitioners,   "ho- 
mosexuality is  a  perversion  and 
should  not  be  continually   flaunted 
at   the  general  populace  of  this  uni- 
versity as   if  it  was  something  norm- 
al. Just  as  people  become  used  to 
violence  through  continual  exposure 
to  it,  so  it   is  with  homosexuality". 

Petition  circulator  Paul  Sprengef, 
a  student   in  the  associate  diploma 
course  in  agriculture,   says  that  h" 
showed  the  petition  to  about   J00 
people.  Of  the  hundred  signatures  he 
obtained,  according  to  Sprenger, 
most  "came  from  students   in  my  cla 
and   some  people  on  the  wrestling 


le  sponsored  by   the  Australian 
of  Students  in  August.  This 
le  decision  of  the  AUS  annual 


:il. 


ary. 


k-lbou 
:  for  t 


l  Febm 
infcr- 


caoc   from   the  AUS  Homosexual 

It  is  being  run  through   the  Wo- 
men's Departnent  of  AUS,   whose  full- 
time  Women's  Organiser,    Laurie  8eb- 
bington,   is  a  lesbian.  AUS  has  given 
JSDO  towards  the  costs. 

The  conference  will  be  held  on  tht 
weekend  of  August   16  at  Melbourne  U- 
niversity.   It  is  not  a  student  con- 
ference;  it   is  for  all  interested 
gays.  The  organisers  feel   that  it 

role  wonen  are  playing  in  organisinj 
it  and  because  of  the  interest  showr 
in  it  by  the  newly   involved  hooosex- 


Wages 

for 

Housework 


DEMONSTRATION 
TORONTO  CITY  HALL 
HAY   2nd,    at    12   noon 
Call  922-2084   for  details 


inside  cut 

Gay  oppression  is  ubiquitous,  mtlti-eided  and  often  dif- 
ficult to  describe.     And  yet.  if  us  don't  knou  how  and 
why  ue  are  oppressed,   there's  not  much  point  in  talking 
about   liberation. 

Inside  Out  is  a  column  of  basic  observations  vhich  are 
eaeential  to  self-understanding  --  and  therefore  sslf- 
liberation. 

Schools  are  very  effective  in  making  young  gay  people 
feel  different  and  alone,  because  teaehere  rarely  tell 
us  anything  truthful  about  ourselvee  or  our  history.... 

The  ideal  classroom  situation  is  a  community  of  all 
members  but  teachers  tend  to  create  a  heterosexual   con- 
fraternity that  excludes  homosexuals.     The   cheap  and 
easy  way  for  a  teacher  to  establish  a  mild  rapport  with 
a  class  is   to  stimulate   laughter  by  telling  a  sexy  story 
--   though  erotically  coloured  comments  are  almost   invar- 
iably invitations  to  share  a  heterosexual   and  sexist 
merriment    [and  queer  jokes  are  invitations  to  share   in 
anti-gay  mirth). 

In  virtually  all  explicit  discussions  of  homosexual- 
ity "we"  are  the  heterosexuals  and  "they"  are  the  homo- 
sexuals: the  result  is  that  homosexuals  are  always  hear- 
ing people  talk  about  them/ourselves  as  if  homosexuals 
are  not  present  during  the  discussion.  In  such  discus- 
sions it  is  insufferably  arTogant  for  a  teacher  to  say 
"we"  and  then  to  assume  that  all  persons  worthy  of  shar- 
ing in  that  "we"  are  exclusively  heterosexual.  (We  are 
the  people  you  warned  us  against,  says  a  gay  lib  poster.) 

This  has  become  such  a  standard  practice  that  a  re- 
versal of  the  we/they  pronouns   is  regarded  as   sufficient 
evidence  to  brand  such  statements  as  radical.     Editors 
and  contributors  to   learned   journals,   as  well   as   tea- 
chers    continually  think  of  the  homosexual  members   in 
the  audience  as  a  distant  hypothesis  and  the  hetero- 
sexual members  as  an  immediate  reality  -  a  kind  of  spa- 
cing that,  however  unintentional,   reinforces  the  nor- 
mal/abnormal  obsession.  . 

Teachers  whose  specialised  training  has   included  an 
intensive  study  of  the  English   language  have  been  remar- 
kably insensitive  to  the   linguistic  manifestations  of 
labelling/taboo/stigma  vis-a-vis  homosexuality     They 
have  used  with   impunity  .11   the  available  shibboleths, 
however  morally  hideous  and  philosophically  untenable. 
IZ   ish  teachers  have  radically  .bused  the   language  by 
adopting  the  jargon  of  psychoanalysis     (pervers  on)      the 
jargon  If  sociology   ("deviant"),   the   jargon  of   la-     per- 
sons are  not  "said"  to  be  homosexual,  but  "accused/sus 
pected"  of  being  or  "alleged/imputed"   to  be  homosexual) . 
Se  difference   in  the  choice  of  °."»"f>«"  """""   „ 
"Wilde's  love  for  his  wife  was  unmatched  by  his  homo- 
sexual  love   for  Bosie"  and  "Wilde's  heterosexual    love 
for  hs  wife  was  unmatched  by  his   love  for  Bosie"   illus- 
trates tne  extent  to  which  the  term  ^-«-I»  func- 
tions in  the  same  way  as  the  prefix     ab-     in  the  word 

"ab"ireverv  classroom  discussion,   critical    inquiry 
bull  sessiS     or  "ally  conversation  in  which  the  subject. 

S^usu^yl^-oenyT^fiurlnr-hic-r:."- 
™«SE  i».TSnd  o/reflective  conditioning  that  con- 
tributes both  to  our  sense  of  irony  and  our  lack  ot  spon 
"IS  sevr.lyhdXiteda,.r  of  reference  within  a 
hete^  .tlyjiasec .society  --  "^  su^vT 

ST-Sr. £Jfi£«~  -Tj.Ieule   -"and!  "' 
ptcialiy^trlngers'urTouSlver  IKS  is  ^gncd 
so  as  "prevent  us  fro.  getting  together  to  compare 
notes. 

ftwx.  the  editorial  in  the  ^j£-&  <%£%,  & 
lieh  devoted  to  the  Homosexual  lunation,  edits*  o, 
ZouU  Creu  and  Motor  Horton,   KM. 
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I'M  DETERMINED 


Wuuii*1i 


TOWINv 

(John  Damien  ixts  fired  from  his  job  because  he  ie  a 
^^m    homosexual.     Details  of  his  oaee  are  contained  on  page 
I  7  of  this  issue.     As  gay  people  we  are  subject  to 

discrimination  despite  our  economic  or  social  position, 
as  John  recently  discovered...) 


John  Damien,   winning  at  Woodbine  in  1958. 


Tell  us  something  about  your  lifestyle  as  a  gay  mm  be- 
fore you  were  fired  by  the  Racing  Commission. 

I've  been  gay  all  my  life.  I  didn't  participate  in  the 
gay  life  as  such.  My  life  was  gay,  but  in  the  hetero- 
sexual world.  I  did  a  bit  of  sports  and  went  to  official 
social  functions,  which  was  expected  of  me.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  was  gay  and  had  a  lover.  I  was  two  people, 
really,  because  of  the  social  obligations  I  had  to  ful- 
fill as  a  Racing  Steward.  I've  always  gone  to  certain 
gay  bars  like  the  Quest  and  Carriage  House  to  socialize, 
just  like  any  gay  person. 


How  open  were  you  about  your  homosexuality  with  straight 
people?  Did  your  friends  or  relatives  know  about  it? 

The  majority.  Even  the  women  knew--not  all,  but  some.  In 
fact,  three  days  ago,  two  of  them  called  me  saying  that 
they  were  backing  me  up.  They  had  read  about  my  firing 
and  the  suit  in  the  newspapers.  My  family  knows  I'm  gay. 
Some  of  them  accept  it  and  some  don't,  but  they've  al- 
ways known  I  was  gay.  I've  never  flaunted  my  gayness, 
I've  never  gone  around  advertising  that  I  was  gay.  I 
would  be  gay  in  situations  where  it  was  called  for,  but 
I  never  planned  anything.  If  there  was  a  guy  I  liked,  I 
wouldn't  make  any  bones  about  it.  But  I  wouldn't  adver- 
tise it,  just  like  a  person  doesn't  advertise  he's 
straight.  I  just  led  my  own  private  life  and  that  was 


What  did  you  do  as  a  Racing  Steward? 

I  was  appointed  as  a  Steward  in  1969.  The  job  entails 
licencing.  It  means  checking  applications,  making  sure 
they  are  complete,  checking  applicants'  bank  references, 
finding  out  if  they  had  a  criminal  record  or  had  been 
barred  for  racing  violations  or  had  been  fired  or  sus- 
pended. I  oversaw  licencing  for  anyone  who  worked  at  the 
racetrack,  from  a  hotwalker  right  up  to  management. 
Everyone  has  to  be  licenced  and  thus  comes  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  three  Stewards.  The  Stewards  sit  in 
judgement  at  the  racetracks  on  anything  that  goes  on.  We 
enforce  the  rules  of  racing. 


Did  you  ever  think  you  might  be  fired  because  of  your 
homosexuality? 


John 
damien 


Yes.  I've  thought  about  it  many  a  time.  I  even  thought 
about  it  when  I  was  appointed.  They  checked  me  out  pret- 
ty good  when  I  was  appointed  as  a  Steward.  This  was  done 
by  the  government's  security  division  and,  since  nothing 
ever  came  back  to  me,  I  assumed  that  everything  was  al- 
right. I  was  never  called  in  by  the  Ontario  Racing  Com- 
mission and  told:  John,  you've  done  this  or  you've  done 
that,  you're  gay  and  we  don't  need  you.  Until  this  year. 
I've  always  felt  that  one  of  these  days  I  might  have  to 
face  what  I  believe  in  and  it  came  a  little  sooner  than 
I  thought. 


y  a  government  official  for  your  dis- 
i  a  homosexual,  you  can  be  blackmailed; 
you  counter  this  charge  by  pointing  out  that  since  you 
did  not  hide  your  sexuality,  you  couldn't  be  blackmail- 
ed. To  what  extent  were  you  out  to  the  people  you  dealt 
with  as  Steward? 

I've  always  tried  to  keep  my  job  separate  from  my  social 
life.  It  was  not  allowed  for  me,  as  a  Steward,  to  soci- 
alize with  anyone  connected  with  racing.  I've  been  in 
racing  all  my  life  and  I  have  friends  who  go  back  twenty 
years.  According  to  the  Supervisor,  I'm  not  supposed  to 
associate  with  these  people.  A  few  people  have  mentioned 
that  I  'like  boys',  but  they  wouldn't  come  right  out  to 
my  face  because  of  my  position.  My  position  was  such 
that  people  could  not  come  to  me  and  belittle  me  because 
I  was  gay.  But  I've  heard  it  said  many  times  that  John 
Damien  'likes  boys',  'he's  gay',  etc. 


Bow  did  they  know  you  were  gay? 

Well,  first  of  all,  I'm  not  married.  I'm  very  seldom 
seen  in  the  company  of  a  woman,  except  at  official  so- 
cial functions.  I  didn't  go  out  of  my  way  to  be  one  of 
the  boys.  All  those  little  things  that  a  straight  guy 
will  do  to  try  to  meet  a  'cute  chick',  to  show  his  vi- 
rility and  that- -I  never  followed  that  trend.  I  didn't 
go  out  of  my  way  to  make  it  look  like  I  was  straight 
except  for  official  social  functions. 

Bow  much  did  the  existence  of  a  gay  civil  rights  move- 
ment influence  your  decision  to  challenge  your  dismis- 
sal? 

Well,  1  knew  about  gay  groups  being  open  and  fighting 
for  the  betterment  of  gays,  but  I  didn't  know  of  any- 
thing specific,  since  I  was  always  travelling.  I  ran 
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across  GATE'S  namo  In  an  MCC  Newsletter  that  was  sit- 
ting on  a  friend's  coffee  table  and  I  decided  to  call 
the*  and  seek  their  help.  But  before  that,  I  had  aade 
ay  decision  to  fight.  Knowing  that  there  were  gays 
willing  to  help  aade  it  easier. 


Wore  you  eurprieed  to  learn   that   the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Cods  does  not  protect  gay  people  from  discrimina- 
tion? 

No.  I  wasn't.  To  tell  the  truth,  I  had  made  my  decision 
to  fight  regardless  of  who  was  backing  me.  I  didn't  know 
if  I  would  be  standing  alone  or  what,  but  1  decided  to 
go  all  the  way.  When  P  C  Williams  asked  me  to  give  him  a 
letter  of  resignation  and  offered  me  in  return  $1200  and 
a  letter  of  recommendation  so  that  I  could  go  outside  of 
the  Ontario  jurisdiction-for  employment,  I  just  blew  my 
top  right  there  and  then  and  said  'no  way' .  When  they 
started  dictating  to  me  what  I  should  accept,  that  is 
when  I  said  no.  I  didn't  have  to  think  very  long,  I  just 
said  no  and  that  was  it. 


So  the  question  of  your  rights  never  entered  into  your 
decision? 

It  didn't  enter  into  my  mind  at  all  because  I  didn't 
know  which  way  I  was  going.  All  I  knew  was  that  they 
couldn't  do  this  to  me  and  that  was  it.  That's  all. 
People  should  be  protected  if  they  are  doing  their  job 
properly,  which  was  the  case  with  me.  But  because  I  was 
a  homosexual,  all  respect  was  down  the  drain.  They  saw 
no  reason  to  have  me  appear  before  them  to  defend  my- 
self. No  need  for  charges,  even.  Anybody  else  would  have 
had  a  chance  to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  state  his  case  and  put  up  a  fight.  I  wasn't  afforded 
the  opportunity  at  any  time  to  defend  myself.  That  is 
why  I  had  to  go  to  the  press.  But  I  didn't  know  what  was 
in  the  Human  Rights  Code.  How  was  I  supposed  to  know,  I 
never  dealt  with  it.  I've  got  to  fight  with  the  weapons 
I  have  and  that  is  the  court  action. 


It  aeema   that  before  you  were  fired,   you  were  basically 
apolitical  ae  far  as  the  gay  liberation  movement  goes. 
Has  your  attitude  toward  what   the  movement  is  doing 
changed  since  then? 

Well,  I'm  appreciative  of  what  GATE  is  doing,  but  I'm 
not  an  activist.  I  want  ray  case  handled  in  a  business- 
like manner.  It's  like  building  a  wall.  You  go  from  one 
brick  to  another,  one  at  a  time.  One  victory  is  better 
than  having  five  or  six  cases  together  and  winning  one 
while  losing  the  rest.  You  can't  solve  the  whole  count- 
ry's problem  with  gayness  at  one  time.  It's  like  learn- 
ing to  walk.  That's  what  the  gay  community  is  doing, 
learning  to  walk.  You  can't  do  too  much  at  one  tine. 

What  reaction  to  your  fight  against  being  fired  have  you 
gotten  from  the  gay  community? 

The  organized  gay  community  has  gone  overboard,  really, 
to  push  my  case  and  defence.  But  some  of  my  gay  friends 
don't  understand  it.  They  don't  understand  why  I  wanted 
to  fight  this  thing.  They  agree  I  was  right  in  refusing 
the  money  and  letter  of  recommendation,  but  not  about 
going  public.  My  straight  friends,  though,  are  giving  ae 
a  lot  of  support. 


When  you  were  fired,    the  Racing  Commission  offered  you 
$1200  in  hush  money  plus  a  letter  of  recommendation,'  lou 
turned  this  down.  Do  you  know  of  other  cases  where  gay 
people  have  been  fired  and  then  bribed  to  keep  quiet  by 
government  agencies? 

Yes,  I  know  specifically  of  one  case  which  was  a  lot 
similar  to  mine,  but  he  decided  to  go  along  with  them. 
I'm  not  saying  he  was  wrong  to  do  that.  Maybe  it  was 
better  for  him.  But  that's  not  me.  Probably  he  thought 
it  would  be  easier  to  get  another  job  if  he  didn't  put 
up  a  fuss,  so  he  just  disappeared.  Racing  is  a  small 
world,  but  every  now  and  then,  people  just  disappear 
like  that.  I've  heard  of  other  gays  at  different  levels 
being  let  go  because  they  were  gay,  but  I  don't  know  if 
it  was  done  in  the  same  way  as  with  ae. 


What  changes  have   there  been  ; 
all   this? 


your  life  ae  a  result  of 


My  whole  li-fe's  changed,  really.  First  of  all,  I  lived 
pretty  high  when  I  was  a  Steward:  I  lived  in  a  pent- 
house, I  had  a  car,  money  in  the  bank.  Now,  I've  gotten 
rid  of  most  of  my  furniture,  my  car,  and  I've  moved  into 
a  bachelor  apartment.  Instead  of  dining  out  every  night 
and  entertaining  a  lot,  I've  cut  my  entertaining  down  to 
nothing.  My  social  life  is  completely  different  now.  In- 
stead of  just  having  gay  friends  coming  at  one  time,  or 
straight  friends,  they  both  come  around  at  once  now. 


What  about  psychological  changes? 

Disappointment,  mainly.  I  am  disappointed  in  the  Racing 
Commission  and  the  Jockey  Club  for  having  underestimated 
me.  They  took  me  for  granted  and  that  hurts  more  than 
anything  because  they  were  my  superiors.  I  respected 
them. 

Also,  I  respect  more  gay  people  now,  I  tend  to  under- 
stand more  than  I  did  before,  I  was  self-centred  before, 
all  I  cared  about  was  myself,  my  job,  and  my  place  in 
the  world.  Now  that  I'm  out  in  the  open,  I  tend  to  rea- 
lize more  what's  around,  what's  outside.  I  get  a  kick 
out  of  taking  the  subway  or  streetcar,  or  walking,  just 
mingling  with  people  downtown.  I've  never  had  time  to  do 
this  before,  I  was  always  too  busy  to  enjoy  life.  Now 
that  I'm  unemployed,  fighting  this  case,  I'm  finding  a 
lot  of  things  I've  missed.   I  guess  that  I'm  more  open 
than  I  was  before. 


Do  you  ever  have  any  second  thoughts  about  your  decision 
to  fight  your  dismissal? 

No.  it  has  never  entered  my  mind.  I  have  my  ups  and 
downs.  Somedays  I  think  to  myself  "Is  it  worth  it?"  and 
then  an  hour  or  two  later.  I  say  to  myself  "Well,  sure 
it's  worth  it".  I'm  quite  pleased  that  I  decided  to 
fight  and  I'm  quite  confident.  I'm  determined  to  win. 


Do  you  see  your  fight  as  having  umylications  for  other 
gay  people? 

Yes.  My  going  public  like  this  has  put  the  gay  world  in 
the  papers.  Some  people  don't  like  publicity,  but  this 
is  about  the  only  way  to  do  it.  There  are  no  other  ave- 
nues to  get  people  to  understand  that  we  are  part  of  the 
human  race,  that  we  deserve  to  live  like  anyone  else, 
and  that  we  deserve  the  same  respect  afforded  all  other 
people. 0 


r 
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throat 


ramming 


Gerald  Hannon 


We  went  to  the  movies  that  afternoon.   It  was  a 
bright  day,  it  was  a  movie  we  had  been  waiting 
to  see,  and  being  a  creature  of  small  enthusiasms,  I 
took  his  hand  as  we  wandered  with  the  crowd  through  the 
lobby  towards  our  seats.   It  was  abruptly  shaken  off, 
and  we  had  to  smoulder  through  a  feature,  two  trailers 
and  an  NFB  short  on  British  Columbia  before  we  could 
continue  the  quarrel.   It  struck  me  very  sharply  and 
keenly  that  afternoon  that  we  were  arguing  about  HOLD- 
ING HANDS  --  that  two  people  who  loved  each  other  very 
deeply,  who  had  been  in  a  relationship  for  almost  two 
years,  were  arguing  not  about  frenching  on  the  subway 
or  blow  jobs  in  the  park,  but  about  a  caress  so  casual 
as  to  be  invisible  among  heterosexuals. 

You  will  want  to  know  about  us  --  about  Robert  and  me. 
I  am  30,  he  is  26.  We  are  both  middle  class  white 
males  with  decent  educations  and  the  sort  of  background 
that  promised  comfortable  suburbia.  This  is  the  first 
gay  relationship  for  both  of  us,  and  it  came  as  some- 
thing of  a  surprise  to  two  people  who  had  more  or  less 
resigned  themselves  [and  not  uncontentedly)  to  a  life 
without  a  significant  relationship  of  this  sort.  We 
reacted  to  the  wonder  and  delight  of  it  all  by  behaving 
in  a  fashion  more  frequently  associated  with  a  teeny- 
bopper  pash  that  with  two  mature  people  who  had  stumbled 
into  a  love  affair.  We  were  extravagant  and  silly,  we 
were  very  happy  and  obviously  so,  we  loved  touching 
each  other  and  we  did.   And  scarcely  noticing  what  we 
were  doing,  we  began  to  walk  about  holding  hands. 

It  didn't  take  us  long  to  realize  we  had  power.  Want 
to  see  smart  Toronto  blow  its  cool?  Just  saunter  down 
Yonge  St.  hand  in  hand.  Want  half  the  sidewalk  to 
yourself?  Ditto.   Interested  in  the  anatomy  of  disbe- 
lief? Just  link  those  digits.  And  it  was  fun  and  a 
part  of  our  being  in  love  then,  and  at  first  it  was 
only  amusing  when  the  hard,  ugly  shouts  of  "faggot" 
followed  us  down  the  street,  or  erupted  out  of  the 
street  car  we  had  just  left... 

But  it  never  stopped.  And  it  followed  us  home.  Our 
street  became  a  gauntlet.  They'd  get  tired  of  it,  we 
thought;  how  can  anyone,  even  teen-aged  boys  be  endless- 
ly  titillated  by  two  men  holding  hands?  The  cat  calls, 
the  hoots,  the  "hi,  girls"  continued  all  summer.   It 
seemed  to  make  no  difference  that  we  talked  to  them 
about  our  being  gay,  and  our  pride  in  it  --  our  little 
gay-lib-enlightenment  raps  just  weren't  working.  What 
did  work,  to  our  shame,  was  an  out-and-out  street 
brawl  (broken  up,  deliciously  enough,  by  the  neighbour- 
hood mothers),  and  that  initiated  an  uneasy  peace  which 
lasted  until  we  left  that  house  a  few  months  later. 


By  that  time  the  damage  had  been  done.  Fear  had  had 
its  slow,  corrosive  effect:  spontaneous  affection  in 
public  was  no  longer  possible  in  our  relationship.  If 
we  held  hands  it  was  because  I  insisted.  The  occasional 
kiss  was  grudgingly,  reluctantly  received  --  but  his 
eyes  were  not  on  mine.  They  were  shifting  from  side 
to  side,  and  they  were  looking  for  danger. 

I  realize  this  paints  a  less  than  flattering  picture  of 
Robert  and  a  very  flattering  one  of  me.  The  facts  of 
the  matter:  what  frequently  constitutes  my  courage  is 
a  mixture  of  obliviousness  and  a  desire  to  shock. 
What  some  might  call  cowardice  in  him  is  a  loathing  -- 
emotional  and  intellectual  and  purer  than  anything  I 
shall  attain  to  --  of  violence  in  any  form  and  all  of 
its  macho  variations.   But  whatever  the  personal  dyna- 
mics involved,  something  very  important  had  come  to  an 
end. 

I  define  myself  as  gay.  I  know  life  is  broader  than 
that,  I  know  sexuality  isn't  everything,  I  knov  I'll 
spend  only  a  minute  fraction  of  my  life  making  love: 
I've  heard  all  the  arguments.  And  yes  I  read  novels, 
I  go  to  movies,  enjoy  photography  but  damn  it,  it's  be- 
cause I'm  gay  that  those  novels,  for  all  their  "univer- 
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sallty",  say  less  and  less  to  me,   because  I'm  gay  that 
aovlts  only  Infuriate  •*  now  with  their  endless  varia- 
tions on  the  saaw>  drab  heterosexual  theses,  because  I'm 
gay  that  much  of  my   life  is  spent  struggling  for  what 
so  many  take  for  granted.   The  corollary,  of  course,  is 
that  I  aa  invisible. 

To  the  extent  that  you  define  yourself  as  gay,  you  de- 
fine yourself  as  invisible.  There  is  no  accent,  no 
colour,  no  shared  system  of  beliefs  to  make  you  whole 
and  visible.   There  is  only  a  mirror  which  we  have  had 
to  place  where  ue   ought  to  be  and  which  presents  to 
other  people,  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  the  wo- 
man or  man  they  can  most  easily  deal  with.   Most  of  us 
have  begun  the  process  of  breaking  that  mirror  —  the 
process  of  becoming  visible.   Not  surprisingly,  most  of 
us  begin  by  telling  our  families  and  our  closest 
friends  --  people  we  think  may  have  suspected  anyway, 
people  we  are  sure  have  enough  emotional  investment  in 
the  relationship  not  to  reject  us  out  of  hand.  Nine 
times  out  of  ten  they  are  shocked  and  hurt,  eight  times 
out  of  ten  they  accept  and  try  to  understand,  ten  times 
out  of  ten  you   experience  s  sense  of  exhileration/re- 
lief  which  I  am  convinced  must  be  outside  the  realm  of 
straight  experience.  And  almost  as  often,  that's  where 
it  all  stops. 

So  now  Mom  and  Dad  know,  so  do  sister  and  brother  (but 
not  the  grandparents  --  it  would  just  kill  them/they 
wouldn't  understand),  and  a  small  circle  of  close 
friends  are  discretely  dropping  fag  jokes  from  their 
■  pi  noire.   The  tragedy:  we  will  settle  for  that  much 
visibility.  We  have  cherished  invisibility  for  so  long 
(and  it  does   have  its  moments  of  bittersweet,  ironic 
delight)  that  we  can  feed  for  years  off  the  fact  that 
we  actually  told  someone  --  not  that  they  will  ever 
bring  it  up  again  after  the  original  confessions  are 
over.   Furthermore,  we  spend  eight  hours  a  day  at  a 
job  where  no  one  knows.  Acquaintances  don't  know. 
Lovers  are  introduced  as  friends.   Has  anything 
changed. . . 

I  have  some  close  sttaight  friends.  They  know  I  spend 
a  great  deal  of  time  working  in  the  "movement",  yet 
they  never  ask,  even  jokingly,  how  the  battle  is  going, 
or  what  my  feelings  are  on  gay-related  news  events. 
They  make  no  comment  on  this  journal,  though  they  are 
aware  I  have  been  involved  with  it  almost  since  its 
inception.  One  of  them  -  a  teacher  -  quite  shocked  me 
recently  by  remarking  that  she  had  concluded  that  one 
of  her  male  students  was  gay  because  she  had  met  his 
parents  and  mother  was  very  dominant  and  the  father 
very  passive! 

Visibility  must  be  our  own  choice.   It  is  also  a  daily 
choice.   My  experience  has  taught  me  that  most  people, 
vis-a-vis  homosexuality,  are  quite  eager  to  forgive  and 
forget.      They  seem  incapable  of  realizing  that  my  sex- 
ual orientation  has  molded  me  in  ways  which  were  not 
open  to  them,  that  my  present  situation  is  not  defined 
simply  by  the  fact  that  I  have  sex  with  men.  And  it  is 
so  easy   for  us  to  coast.  Why  bring  it  up?  They're  not 
always  ramming  their  heterosexuality  down  my   throat 
(but  they  are,  even  when  they  aren't).   Why  make  a  so- 
cial situation  tense?  Why  risk  being  tedious? 

Simply  because  the  only  other  alternative  is  the  slow 
drift  back  into  invisibility.   And  I  am  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  thousand  tiny  compromises  that  that 
entails  to  ever  endure  it  again.   Each  compromise  is 
tiny,  and  each  one  is  easy,  and  each  one  edges  the  mir- 
ror a  little  further  back  into  place.   The  new  closetry: 
being  "out"  to  family  and  friends  but  never  hearing 
the  word  "gay"  from  them  again  after  the  original  cath- 
artic revelation. 

Robert  and  I  holding  hands  at  the  movies.  A  public 
display  of  affection.   More  than  that  --  it  is  the  ag- 
gressive statement  of  what  I  am  and  what  I  am  fighting 
for.   It  is  part  of  my  refusal  to  be  invisible.  And  I 
will  do  it  even  when  I  don't  feel  like  doing  it,  when 
we're  hustling  through  crowds  and  it's  inconvenient, 
when  it's  hot  and  our  palms  are  glued  together  like 
molasses  sandwiches.   And  I  won't  be  doing  it  because 
I'm  naive  enough  to  think  that  we're  going  to  win  over 
the  hets;  not  many  are  going  to  come  out  with  an  "isn't 
that  cute  why  it's  just  love  after  all  isn't  it";  but 
I  am   hopeful  enough  to  think  that  young  gay  people 


seeing  us  --.seeing  public  and  casual  gay  affection  for 
the  first  time  —  might  gain  some  of  the  courage  they 
need  to  come  out,  or  just  begin  thinking  about  coating 
out.  At  least  they'd  know  they  weren't  the  only  ones. 

A  public  display  of  affection.  One  step  to  put  gay 
people  vibrantly  and  visibly  where  they  belong:  in  thr 
streets,  the  parks  (by  day  as  well),  the  plazas,  the  of- 
fices, the  schools,  the  factories  of  our  country. 
We're  there  now  of  course.   But  not  so's  you'd  notice. 
And  can  we  expect  --  do  we  deserve  --  consideration  in 
union  contracts,  inclusion  in  human  rights  legislation, 
full  acceptance  {on  our  terms)  in  society  if  our  very 
existence  comes  as  a  surprise  to  the  majority  of  people? 

I  seem  to  be  hoping  for  a  great  deal  from  two  men  (or 
women)  expressing  affection  in  public.   Yet  I  do  not 
feel  that  it  can  replace  gay  people  working  together  in 
a  systematic,  public  way  for  the  eventual  achievement 
of  certain  political  goals.   The  latter,  however, 
brings  us  before  the  public  only  occasionally  for  de- 
monstrations and  you  soon  realize  that,  except  for  your 
working  hours  (when  you're  probably  not  out)  your  time 
is  spent  completely  with  gay  people,  and  a  small  num- 
ber of  gay  people  at  that.  One  more  road  to  invisib- 
ility. 

Throat-ramming.   It  must  become  the  social  extension  of 
our  public  struggle  for  civil  rights.  "Having  it  rammed 
down  my  throat"  is  a  fairly  common  straight  reaction  to 
one's  insistence  on  one's  visibility  as  a  gay  person. 
They  find  it  difficult  to  admit  that  every  aspect  of 
culture  today  is  one  violent  heterosexual  thrust  down 
everyone's  throat.  Throat - ramming .   It  means  never 
hearing  a  fag  joke  or  seeing  a  limp  wrist  parody  with- 
out protesting  the  insult.   (I  was  in  a  book  store  a 
few  weeks  ago.   Two  girls  were  beside  me  leafing  through 
After  Dark.   One  of  them  said  "forget  it,  they're  just 
a  bunch  of  god-damned  fags".   I  said  nothing.   I  hated 
myself  for  it,  but  I  couldn't  face  the  prospect  of  a 
scene  in  that  bookstore.   As  I  said,  it  won't  be  easy.) 
It  means  bringing  it  up  at  work  whenever  it  seems  re- 
motely natural  to  do  so  --  and  it  will  be  natural  to 
do  so  far  more  often  than  you  think.   People  ask  about 
one's  private  life  after  all,  people  chat  about  news 
events,  people  go  to  movies...  Throat-ramming.   It 
means  never   appearing  in  public  with  another  gay  per- 
son (or  persons)  unless  it  will  be  obvious  that  you 
are  gay  people.   The  easiest  way  to  do  that  is  to  hold 
hands.   It  means  never  appearing  in  public  alone   unless 
it  is  as  obvious  as  you  can  make  it  that  you  are  a  gay 
person.   The  easiest  way  to  do  that  is  to  wear  a  button 
saying  you  are. 

It  seems  1  am  asking  a  great  deal.   Indeed  I  am.   I 
have  my  own  failures  as  a  throat  rammer  to  cite  as 
proof  of  that.   But  unless  you're  a  24-hour- a- day -gay 
you  can  expect  the  following  to  continue:  1)  Legisla- 
tors will  continue  to  see  our  demands  for  equal  rights 
as  the  hysteria  of  a  few  exotics.  "If  there  are  so 
many  of  you,  how  is  it  I've  never  met  one?"  is  a  com- 
mon question  2)  the  myth  of  gay  people  as  sex  crated 
child  molesters  or  harmless  nellies  or  lesbians  too 
plain  to  get  a  man  will  remain  firmly  fixed  in  the  pub- 
lic consciousness  3)  young  gay  people  will  continue  to 
grow  up  feeling  that  they  are  the  only  one,  feeling 
alone  and  hopeless.   Remember? 

Make  the  move.   Make  it  in  a  small  way  at  first  --  not 
alone  but  with  a  number  of  friends.   But  make  it.   Alone 
if  you  have  to.   It's  amazing  how  hooked  you  can  get 
on  feeling  visible.  And  human. 


Postscript:  Robert  and  I?     We're  -working  on  it.     Toget- 
her.    And  with  the  participation  and  encouragement  of 
our  friends  in  our  house.      We  go  everywhere  arm  in  arm 
now.        Sot  quite  aa  rammy  as  hand  holding,   but  it' a 
what  looks  comfortable  and  easy  on  us. 

Last  week  we  wandered  past  a  school  yard.     The  usual 
chorus  of  hoots.     But  not  from  everyone   —  one  boy, 
about  13  or  so,  was  a  little  apart  from  the  othere.     J 
caught  his  eye:  disbelief  -  perhaps  distrust?  -  at 
first,  but  the  face  slowly  blossomed  into  an  open  and 
winning  emile.     And  though  we'd  never  seen  each  other 
before,   it  was  a  smile  of  recognition.  ■ 


r 
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In  Kingston,  Ontario  ii 
public  park  and  handed 
book  of  poems  Tne  Long 


Montreal  pres: 
Two  years  later  when  Ji 
in  North  Carolina  publ: 
noculars,  the  Canadian 
owned  publishing  house, 
its  eroticism  was  too  i 


:  1954,  Irving  Layton  stood  in  s 
passers-by  free  copies  of  his 
Pea  Shooter.  Published  by  a 


t  was  considered  unsaleable. 
mathan  Williams'  Jargon  Society 
shed  Layton's  The  Improved  Bi- 
distributor,  a  large  Canadian 
refused  to  handle  the  book  - 
larmingly  frank. 

In  Ms  book  on  Layton,  Eli  Mandel  writes  that  "for  IS 
years  of  his  writing  career,  Layton  worked  for  the  most 
part  alone,  certainly  with  only  passing  recognition 
from  the  public,  the  publishers,  the  academic  estab- 
lishment, the  newspapers."  One  of  the  main  reasons  for 
this,  in  the  Canada  of  the  '40's  and  *50's.  as  illus- 
trated by  the  fortunes  of  The  Long  Pea  Shooter  and  The 
Improved  Binoculars,  was  the  fact  that  Layton  wrote 
about  sex  and  the  body  in  an  open,  celebratory,  even 
exuberant  way.  That  was  more  than  respectable  Upper 
Canada  could  bear  to  think  about. 

In  the  intervening  twenty  years,  much  of  the  country 
has  gotten  to  hear  of  heterosexuality;  it  -  and  Layton 
with  it  -  have  come  to  be  grudgingly  tolerated.   But  at 
base,  Canada  is  still  the  same  prissy  provincial  back- 
water it  has  always  been,  and  the  publishing  establish- 
ment reacts  in  just  the  same  way  to  anything  it  finds, 
well,  offensive. 

Though  the  Metro  Morality  Squad  still  raids  bookstores 
and  tells  church  halls  to  censor  their  plays  for  the 
sake  of  community  decency  or  get  hauled  into  court, 
sex  of  the  "normal"  variety  can  now,  in  1975,  just 
squeak  by  most  of  the  time.   But  of  course,  in  this 
sort  of  atmosphere,  any  arrangement  as  explosively 
threatening  as  homosexuality  won't  have  an  easy  time  of 
it  with  the  establishment  -  as  Canadian  writers  have 
found  out  when  they  have  dealt  with  gay  themes  in  their 
work. 

The  gay  liberation  movement  in  Canada  is  now  six  years 
old.  Yet  Canada's  "national  magaiine".  MacLeans,  has 
refused  offers  by  competent  writers  of  any  articles  on 
homosexual  rights  or  gay  lib.  "We  would  not  be  inter- 
ested in  such  an  article,"  was  the  sniffy  response  to 
one  such  suggestion,  as  though  they  had  been  offered  a 
stuffed  walrus  at  half  price. 

A  couple  of  years  ago,  I  began  to  put  together  the  an- 
thology of  gay  poetry  that  was  to  become  The  Male  Muse, 


Ian  Young 


and  wrote  to  several  Canadian  publishing  houses  large 
and  small,  soliciting  interest.  Most  didn't  bother  to 
reply.  Those  who  did  were  not  interested  even  in  look- 
ing at  the  manuscript,  though  one.  New  Press,  now  bank- 
rupt, seemed  to  think  it  might  be  worth  while  to  dis- 
tribute it  after  it  had  been  published  in  the  States  - 
a  curious  attitude  for  a  supposedly  'nationalist'  pub- 
lishing house  to  take  toward  a  "Canadian  writer"! 

The  attitude  shown  to  The  Male  Muse  is  typical  of  the 
Canadian  publishing  establishment,  which  has  consistent- 
ly turned  its  nose  up  at  disturbing,  or  even  unconven- 
tional material.  Jim  Christy  wrote  in  a  recent  issue 
of  Books  in  Canada:  "The  best  thing  I've  read  in  more 
than  a  year  is  a  manuscript  by  a  guy  named  Barry  Dickey, 
a  narrative  about  his  experiences  driving  a  cab  in  To- 
ronto.  I  mentioned  this  recently  to  a  publisher  who 
thought  I  was  putting  him  on.   'Who  in  the  world  would 
be  interested  in  something  like  that?'" 

"A  publisher's  reader,  a  month  or  so  ago,  praised  a 
book  of  mine  glowingly  in  terms  of  style,  structure, 
and  language  but  admitted  'there  is  a  house  prejudice 
against  this  sort  of  thing.'  He  meant  the  life  style 
of  the  people  in  the  book,  in  other  words,  me  and  the 
people  I  came  into  contact  with  since  it  was  autobio- 
graphical." 

When  this  is  the  automatic  reaction  to  anything  outside 
the  experience  of  the  suit-and-tied  executives,  second 
rate  ad-men  and  failed  academics  who  run  Canada's  pub- 
lishing corporations,  no  wonder  gay  books  don't  get 
printed.  The  Male  Muse  is  not  the  only  one  to  have  to 
be  sent  to  the  U.S.  to  find  a  publisher.  John  Herbert's 
play  Fortune  and  Men's  Eyes  was  given  its  due  by  Can  a- 
dians  only  after  its  production  in  New  York,  where  it 
was  published  by  Grove  Press. 

Several  years  ago,  after  Scott  Symons'  gay  novel, 
Place  d'Armes  had  been  "reviewed"  with  veiled  personal 
attacks,  his  next  novel,  Civic  Square,  was  delayed  by 
the  threat  of  a  lawsuit  against  the  publishers,  McClel- 
land and  Stewart.  Eventually,  after  the  contentious 
passages,  dealing  with  gay  love  at  an  Ontario  private 
school,  had  been  cut  or  altered,  Civic  Square  was  is- 
sued in  a  prohibitively  expensive  limited  edition  only, 
mimeographed  on  849  loose  sheets  in  a  box.   Few  people 
have  read  the  book  as  librarians  consider  it  unshelv- 
able  because  of  its  curious  format;  they  hate  having  to 
count  the  pages  whenever  anyone  returns  it,  so  it's 
usually  kept  out  of  sight  somewhere,  or  in  a  vault. 

Since  the  small  ecandale   over  Civic  Square,  Symons  has 
completed  several  works  but  the  only  one  to  be  pub- 
lished is  the  text  to  a  book  of  furniture  photographs. 
Excerpts  from  his  diaries  were  to  have  been  published  by 
House  of  Anansi  under  the  editorship  of  Dennis  Lee,  who 
had  published  two  previous  gay  books,  E.A.  Lacey's  The 
Forms  of  Loss  and  my  Year  of  the  Quiet  Sun.  But  after 
Dennis  Lee  left  Anansi,  the  project  was  killed  and  no 
more  books  by  any  of  these  authors  were  issued. 

Commercial  publishers  are  interested  in  books  that  will 
make  a  profit  for  them,  and  if  they  sense  that  a  book 
might  have  large  sales,  nothing  can  be  allowed  to  jeo- 


■  THE  BODY  POLITIC  ■ 


pirdisc  those  sales,  not  even  the  content  of  the  book 
(In  the  C«*e  of  poetry,  the  usual  bonehesded 
assumption  Is  that  It  doesn't  sell  anyway,  50  why  turn 
it  into  a  downright  liability  by  publishing  something 
controversial.) 

On  this  principle,  a  former  editor  at  Macmillan  of 
Canada  told  aw,  even  mildly  gay  segments  were  excised 
before  publication  from  several  books,  including  Robert- 
son Davies1  Fifth  Business,  Leo  Simpson's  Addison  Ark- 
wrtght  and  Gwendolyn  HcEwen's  King  of  Egypt,  King  of 
Dreima . 

Many  authors  are  used  to  abjectly  altering  the  content 
of'their  work  at  the  request  of  whatever  publisher's 
editor  the  company  saddles  them  with.  Sometimes,  they 
even  do  it  all  by  themselves.  A  few  days  ago,  I   was 

tig  through  Earle  Birney's  newly  issued  Collected 
Poems ■   I  turned  to  an  old  favorite  of  mine,  "For  Steve", 
a  poem  written  about  the  poet's  young  friend  killed  in 
action  on  World  War  II.   It  is  a  tender,  moving  poem, 
and  I  had  been  disappointed  -  and,  I  admit,  suspicious  - 
when  it  was  excluded  from  Birney's  Selected  Poems,  pub- 
lished a  few  years  ago.   "For  Steve"  is  included  in 
the  new  collection,  but  with  one  crucial  change.  The 

tains  the  lines  "it's  not  alone  because 

you  too  were  gay/  and  are  gone,  Steve,  that  the  swing 
of  your  anas  haunts  me  today."   This  was  published  in 

in's  when  only  those  in  the  know  would  understand 
■  ii.  Le  meaning  of  the  word  'gay'.   In  the  new  text, 
■'.i-.'  hai  been  changed  to  'game,'.   Most  interesting. 

i Hirney  feel  his  credentials  as  a  hetero  would  be 

in  jeopardy?  Or  did  some  ass  of  an  editor  convince  him 
'gay'  just  wouldn't  do  in  1975? 

Any  doubts  I  might  have  had  about  the  dull-wittefl  bigot- 
ry of  publishers  were  dispelled  by  my  own  experience 
with  a  collection  of  poems,  Common -Or -Garden  Cods,  that 
I  began  to  submit  for  publication.   Dennis  Lee  had  sug- 
gi  ted  that  Mouse  of  Anansi,  which  had  published  me  in 
two  previous  books,  accept  Common-Or-Carden  Cods,  but 
the  new  management  turned  it  down,  praising  the  "poems 
about  art,  nature  and  etc."  (sic)  but  losing  its  en- 
thusiasm when  it  came  to  the  erotic  and  love  poems.   I 
was  not  about  to  expurgate  the  book,  so  began  to  send  it 
around  to  other  Canadian  houses.  The  replies  were  quite 
instructive. 

An  editor  at  Macmillan,  in  a  letter  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  obscurities,  referred  to  "an  element  in  your 
poetry  which  we  have  considered  negative."  Michael  Mack- 
lem  at  Oberon  Press,  who  had  previously  been  enthusiastic 
about  my  work,  returned  the  manuscript  after  I  sent  him 
a  copy  of  another  of  my  books.  Some  Green  Moths,  with  a 
cover  photo  of  a  friend  of  mine  taken  when  he  was  12. 
"How  the  hell  old  is  that  kid  on  the  cover  anyway?"  he 
spluttered.  "We  have  to  live  in  the  real  world!" 

"Not  our  sort  of  material,"  harrumphed  one  publisher. 
Another  told  a  writer  I  know  that  "we  couldn't  possibly 
show  it  to  booksellers  and  librarians!"  Many  of  the  pub- 
lishers hypocritically  praised  the  poems  they  were  re- 
jecting and  paid  commonplace  obeisances  to  my  supposed 
"reputation"  and  "body  of  work"!  To  heighten  the  irony, 
while  all  this  was  going  on,  I  received  two  Canada  Coun- 
cil grants,  sponsored  by  very  well-known  Canadian  wri- 
ters, to  enable  me  to  work  on  the  books  that  no  Canadian 
publisher  would  accept! 

Requests  came  in  from  time  to  time  for  permission  for 
poems.or  articles  of  mine  to  be  reprinted  in  anthologies 
or  textbooks.  One,  an  extraordinarily  chaste  piece  cal- 
led "Kevin's  Film",  was  requested  for  inclusion  in  a 
book  on  amateur  film-making.   It  was  ultimately  rejected 
because,  one  of  the  editors  told  a  mutual  acquaintance, 
it  had  "homosexual  undertones". 

The  result  of  this  sort  of  thing  is  that  gay  writers 
either  stop  writing  on  gay  themes  or  else  publish  ex- 
clusively in  the  gay  media  (or  outside  Canada).  And  no 
matter  how  much  approbation  a  writer  gets  from  other 
sources,  it  must  cause  him,  at  least  occasionally,  to 
doubt  his  abilities,   (Ignaiio  Silone  said  that  in  Fas- 
cist Itoly.  he  was  called  s  bad  writer  so  often  he  be- 
gin to  believe  it.) 

It  is  not  that  Canadian  publishers  are  unwilling  to  pub- 


lish anything  about  homosexuality.  Confused,  pleading, 
negative  or  melodramatic  presentations  don't  bother  them. 
McClelland  f,   Stewart's  publication  of  A  Nm  So  Cny_  World 


and  Blanche  Howard's  fatuous  anti-gay  tract  The  Manlj 
lator,  prove  that.   Even  depiction  of  oppression  against 
gays  can  be  viewed  simply  as  a  liberal  "civil  rights' 
issue.   But  anything  more  radical  (such  as  The  Body  Po- 
litic's  celebrated  "Of  Men  and  Little  Boys"  article)  Is" 
condemned  by  the  media,  and  anything  with  a  clearly  af- 
firmative, celebratory  attitude  to  gay  relationships  is 
shunned  as  "special  pleading",  "unreal",  or  "sentimental". 
(One  of  the  many  U.S.  publishers  that  rejected  Isobel 
Miller's  Patience  and  Sarah  told  her  it  ha. I  "no  Conflict" 
What  they  meant,  said  Ms.  Miller,  was  "When  does  the 
horrible  stuff  start?")  Gay  is  OK  if  it's  grim  or  tor- 
mented or  put-upon  or  sleazy.  But  if  it's  OK,  it's  not 
OK.  if  you  follow  me. 

Discrimination  because  of  gay  subject  matter  or  po! 
treatment  of  gay  subject  matter  is  even  harder  to  prove 
than  an  outright  blacklist,  and  no  less  frustrating  to 
deal  with.  Only  once  has  a  publisher  actually  stated 
to  ae,  in  writing,  that  my  work  was  being  rejected  he- 
cause  it  was  gay.   Last  year,  the  Gage  Company  had  asked 
House  of" Anansi  for  permission  to  reprint  in  an  ant ho 1- 
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ogy  "designed  for  senior  English  classes"  two  of  my 
poems  from  Year  of  the  Quiet  Sun.  As  they  had  neglected 
to  ask  for  any  of  the  gay  poems  in  my  book,  I  wrote  to 
Jon  Pearce,  the  editor,  asking  whether  this  was  inten- 
tional, and  suggesting  one  or  the  other  of  two  quiet 
and  not  expecially  erotic  love  poems  be  substituted  for 
one  of  his  choices.   I  received  a  reply  not  from  Mr. 
Pearce,  but  from  one  of  Gage's  copy  editors  stating  that 
although  the  anthology  was  to  include  a  selection  of 
love  poems,  "Mr.  Pearce  has  chosen  to  restrict  (them) 
to  heterosexual  love.   His  introductory  note. . .acknow- 
ledges other  forms  of  love,  such  as  that  for  parents  or 
friends,  but  admits  limiting  the  subject  to  love  between 
a  man  and  a  woman.   For  these  reasons,  both  "Angel"  and 
"For  Rick  at  the  Coming  of  Christmas"  regrettably  cannot 
be  included  in  this  anthology.  At  the  same  time,  how- 
ever, neither  Mr.  Pearce  nor  anyone  here  is  censoring 
your  own  love  poetry,  be  it  gay  or  not  -  censorship 
being,  I  assume,  the  question  behind  your  query." 

He  went  on  to  offer  the  customary  flattery  of  my  writing, 
a  vulgarity  which  these  people  seem  to  think  is  guaran- 
teed to  smother  whatever  other  feelings  -  anger,  aause- 
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put   -  any  given  writer     night  have.     An  extra- 
I    thought.      At   any   rate,    the  anthology. 
■  al led   Mirrors,    came   out.    with  my   tw, 
gay  poems,   and  will  now  be  taught  to  "senior  English 
classes",    poor  devils.      I    intend   to  use  my  presence    in 
logy    m  Kain   entrance   to   those   same  classes   as 
guished  Man  of  Letters,   and  once  there,   say  and 
read  whatever   I    please  until    word  gets  around  and   the 
invitations   dry  up! 

In  Canada,   with  very  few  exceptions,    the  publication  of 
gay  books  by  gay  authors   (and  there  haven't  been  many) 
has  been  by  small  presses:     Talonbooks  with  Michel  Trem- 
blay,   David  Natmough  and  Scott  Watson;   New  Star  Books 
with  Stan  Persky;   Coach  House  with  David  Dawson;  Alive 
Press  with  Paul  Maurice;   Catalyst  with  E.A.   Lacey  and 
Graham  Jackson.     Of  course,   it  would  be  foolish  to  ex- 
pect otherwise.     McClelland  6  Stewart  even  maintained 
until  very  recently   (and  may  still)    a  list  of  poets 
whose  manuscripts  it  would  consider.     All  other  manu- 
scripts,   no  matter  how  good,    were  automatically  rejectt« 
after  being  held  for  the  usual    length  of  time  as   though 
they  were  being  read.      (No  gay  poets  made  the   list.) 
The  Canadian   literary  scene  provides  a  continual   source 
of  amusement:     millionaire  autfiors  complain   that   readers 
are  allowed     to  buy   inexpensive   imported  editions  of 
their  books   instead  of  Canadian  versions  at   inflated 
prices;      the  "author's  union"  tries   to  cut   off  govern- 
ment  grants   to  magazines   it  doesn't   like  and  prevent 
publishers   from  printing  anyone  who's  not  a  union  mem- 
ber;    a  we II -known   literary  periodical   devotes  whole 
pages   to  bombastic  speeches  by  the  head  of  the  Commun- 
ist Party  of  Albania.     And  so  on.      It   goes  without   say- 
ing  that   such  a  country  is  not  only  a  backwater,    it's 
an  absurdity. 

Happily   for  my  temper  and  state  of  mind,    I'm  able  to 
view  the  publishers'    stupidity  in  the   light   of  the  rest 
of  what's  going  on  around  here.     Some  years  ago,   when  I 
was  about   to  publish  my  first  book,    1    threw  some  coins 
on   the   floor  and  asked  a   friend's  copy  of  the   I   Ching 

what    it   thought.      "Pigs   and  Fishes"   it  said.      \\ 

be  dealing  with  the   lowest   forms  of  animal    life.      . 
see  that   the  I  Ching,    in  that  poetic,   hyperbolic  way 
has.   must  have  been  alluding  to  publishers.      Uncanny 
I  Ching.      Right   again!  ■ 
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keeping  house;  the 
politics  oF  housekeeping 


Ed  Jackson 


.Living  with  others.  It's  a  big  step  for  a  lot  of 
gay  people.  Forced  by  a  disapproving  society  to  feel 
like  outsiders,  we  tend  to  isolate  ourselves  by  living 
in  single  apartments  or  rooms.  We  are  then  cut  off 
from  relating  to  others  in  any  extended  social  way  and 
we  begin  to  envelope  ourselves  in  a  reassuring  pattern 
of  idiosyncratic  preferences  and  routines. 

But,  finally,  the  opportunity  comes  or  the  decision 
is  reached -(living  alone  is  for  the  birds,  or  love 
strikes,  or  new  experiments  are  seen  to  be  necessary): 
it':;  time  to  share,  either  with  a  lover  or  a  friend,  or 
in  a  larger  communal  situation.  We  usually  react  at 
this  time  in  one  of  two  ways:  (a)  we  leap  in  so  eagerly 
and  blindly  that  we  ignore  some  of  the  realities  of 
what's  to  come  or  (b)  we  are  reluctant  to  surrender  or 
adapt  any  of  our  rigid  little  habits  and  self-indulgen- 
ces, mistaking  them  somehow  for  preconditions  for  our 
very  existence. 

Either  way,  without  fail,  we  soon  encounter  some 
basic  problems.  They  are  so  basic  that  you  may  dismiss 
them  as  completely  trivial.  Yet  they  are  probably  the 
source  of  more  tensions,  bruised  nerves  and  even  house 
break-ups  than  any  other  single  cause. 

What,  you  ask,  could  be  such  domestic  dynamite? 
Housework  I... That's  right.  All  those  boring  and  dirty 
chores:  huying  groceries,  carting  them  home  and  putting 
them  away;  cooking  meals  and  washing  dishes  and  pots; 
doing  the  laundry;  washing  the  floors;  vacuuming;  put- 
ting out  the  garbage.  The  list  could  go  on,  but  the 
necessities  are  bad  enough. 

After  the  initial  euphoria,  and  despite  the  best 
of  intentions,  some  people  begin  doing  more  than  others, 
some  never  begin  doing  anything.   Resentments  smoulder, 
irritations  erupt,  and  words  are  exchanged. 

And  so  ensues  the  dialogue  that  may  go  on  for  as 
long  as  the  group  or  couple  is  together.  Here  are  some 
of  the  high  points: 

-"I  don't  mind  sharing  the  housework,  but  I  don't  do  it 
very  well.  We  should  each  do  the  things  we're  best  at." 
Meaning:  I  have  a  lot  of  questions  and  you'll  have  to 
show  me  everything  every  time  I  do  it  because  I  don't 
remember  bo  good.   I  hope  that  will  annoy  you  enough 
until  you  do  it  yourself. 

-"Our  house  used  to  be  spontaneous  and  carefree!" 
Meaning:  I  used  to  be  spontaneous  and  carefree.  Mean- 
ing someone  else  always  did  it  without  complaint  (mo- 
ther, oompliant  lover?).     Life  without  housework  is 
bliss.  So  quarrel  here.  Perfect  agreement. 

-"We  have  different  standards,  and  why  should  I  have 
to  work  to  your  standards?  That's  unfair." 
Meaning:  If  I  finally  begin  to  be  bugged  by  the  dirt 
and  orap,  I  will  say:   "This  place  sure  is  a  sty"  or 
"Row  can  we  live  like  this?"  and  wait  for  someone  to 
react  enough  to  do  the  work.  I  can  outuait  you.  Also 
meaning:  I  can  provoke  enumerable  scenes  over  the 
housework  issue,   but  I  know  most  people  would  rather  do 
all  the  housework  than  become  embroiled  in  unpleasant 
emotion-laden  eoenes  getting  me  to  do  my  ehare. 

-"I've  got  nothing  against  sharing  the  housework,  but 
you  can't  make  me   do  it  on  your  schedule." 
Meaning:  Passive  resistance.    I'll  do  it  when  I  damned 
well  please,    if  at  all.    If  my  job  is  doing   the  dishes, 
it's  easier  to  do  them  once  a  week.  If      taking  out  the 
laundry,  ones  a  month.   If  washing  the  floors,  ones  a 
year.   If  you  don't  like  it,  do  it  yourself  oftener, 
and  then  I  won't  do  it  at  all. 


-"I  hate  it  more  than  you.  You  don't  mind  it  so  much." 
Meaning:     Housework  is  garbage  work.     It's  the  worst 
orap  I've  ever  done.     It's  degrading  and  humiliating 
for  someone  of  my  intelligence  to  do  it.      But  for  some- 
one of  your  intelligence. . . 

-"Housework  is  too  trivial  to  even  talk  about." 
Meaning:     It's  even  more  trivial  to  do.     Housework  is 
beneath  my  status.     My  purpose  in  life  is  to  deal  with 
matters  of  significance.     You  don't  bear  that   burden 
and  can  deal  with    matters  of  insignificance.     You 
should  do  the  housework. 

Sound  familiar? 

We  know  where  it  all  started.  There  is  this  remar- 
kable little  institution  known  as  heterosexual  marriage. 
It  was  devised  so  that  there  would  be  an  inequitous  di- 
vision of  labour  between  the  husband  and  the  wife.  One 
of  the  things  that  the  woman  does,  without  any  pay  and 
in  exchange  for  room  and  board,  is  all  the  housework  and 
the  care  of  the  children.  Hen  do  not  do  such  work.  It 
is  "women's  work"  and  it  is,  by  unanimous  agreement, 
never  done.  Even  if  the  wife  is  employed,  she  may  be 
expected  to  do  both  jobs  herself. 

Of  course  it's  true  that  some  heterosexual  couples 
are  trying  to  shuck  off  this  model  and  find  new  ways  of 
relating  to  each  other.  There  are  misunderstandings 
there  too.   For  some  men,  "liberated  woman"  implies 
only  that  there  will  be  lots  of  sexual  fun.   So  it 
comes  as  a  surprise  to  them  when  they  find  themselves 
standing  there  with  a  mop  in  one  hand  and  a  pail  in  the 
other.  Women's  liberation,  they  discover,  also  means 
liberation  from  the  menial  exploitative  tasks  of  the 
household.  Women  wish  to  experience  emotions  a  little 
more  varied  than  rapture  over  a  shiny  kitchen  floor. 

Gay  people  have  always  had  a  choice  when  we  live 
as  couples.  We  can  imitate  the  husband-wife  model 
(which  has  certainly  been  the  only  one  to  get  any  pub- 
licity).  But,  unless  at  least  one  of  the  persons  pos- 
sesses remarkable  powers  of  imagination  and  identifi- 
cation, that  choice  has  always  caused  a  strain.   Gener- 
ally; it  has  all  seemed  pretty  silly  and  inappropriate. 
Or  we  can  explore  the  tremendous  potential  for  equality 
in  our  relationships.  Nothing  is  fixed  or  imposed, 
nothing  is  assumed.  Everything  is  by  agreement  or 
reasonable  choice.  The  same  holds  true  whether  it  be 
two  or  five  or  seven  people  living  together.   Increas- 
ingly, gay  people  are  getting  together  to  do  just  that. 

Why,  then,  do  these  domestic  problems  arise?  Fail- 
ure, perhaps,  to  discuss  the  arrangement  fully  before- 
hand, complacency  at  feeling  oneself  more  liberated  than 
one  actually  is,  naivete  about  the  need  for  constant 
effort  to  root  out  the  stubborn  conditioning  of  an 
oppressive  culture. 

Someone  who  minds  cooking  less  gets  saddled  with 
doing  it  all  the  time.  Someone  who  likes  neatness  ends 
up  always  picking  up  after  others,  who  are  only  dimly 
aware  how  things  get  put  back.  Someone  who  remembers 
to  plan  ahead  so  that  grocieries  don't  run  out,  dis- 
covers that  others  never  question  how  the  eggs  and 
bread  keep  reappearing.  And  so  on. 

Khich  leaves  us  with  the  people  who  by  delaying  or 
forgetting  or  feeling  above  that  sort  of  thing,  or  by 
just  plain  inertia,  end  up  reaping  the  benefits  with- 
out expending  the  effort. 

I  wonder:  are  they  so  much  different  from  our  favor- 
ite sexual/political  ogre,  the  exploitative  husband?* 

(Freely  adapted  from  an  article  by  Pat  Mainardi  in 
Borrowed  Tines,    Vol.3,   No.    12). 
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TORONTO 
TELLER'S    CAGE 

This  will  probably  be  a  very  popular  show.  It  is 
a  finely  performed,  well  paced  evening  with  some  genu- 
inely amusing  bits.  Though  the  cast  of  five,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Susan  Keller,  cannot  sing,  Fred 
Silver's  songs  demand  more  in  the  way  of  stylish  deli- 
very than  of  voice,  and  that  they  get.  Mr.  Silver  is 
ohviously  a  man  of  some  talents  --  the  lyrics  are  uni- 
formly better  than  I  expected  to  find  in  a  revue,  and 
they  have  been  adapted  to  fit  the  Toronto  scene.  Which 
they  do  very  nicely,  I  might  add. 

However,  I  left  The  Teller's  Cage  realizing  that  I 
would  give  this  musical  revue  a  bad  notice.  There  are 
a  variety  of  subtle  and  not  so  subtle  elements  in  this 
piece  which  offend  me  as  a  gay  person,  and  few  which 
would  offend  anyone  regardless  of  sexual  orientation 
Cone  can  infer  from  the  opening  song,  for  example, 
that  if  one  wanted  more  than  one  drink  it  would  be  wise 
to  tip  rather  handsomely.  Veiled  threats  are  not  plea- 
sant.]. Two  items  which  might  be  of  interest:  (1]  I 
asked  to  speak  to  the  cast  after  the  performance,   I 
had  concluded  that  the  four  men  were  gay,  and  I  wanted 
to  mention  that  in  my  review,  but  I  wanted  it  to  be 
their   statement.  When  the  cast  was  alerted  to  what  my 
questions  would  be,  they  instantly  and  vehemently  re- 
fused to  see  me.   (2)  In  response  to  the  question  as  to 
why  lesbianism  is  not  part  of  the  show  we  have  been  in- 
formed variously  that  a]  lesbians  have  no  sense  of  hu- 
mour or  b)  lesbianism  is  too  heavy  a  topic  for  a  musi- 
cal revue. 

Those  two  incidents  give  the  lie  to  the  basic  pre- 
mise of  the  show:  that  we  can  dissolve  differences  in 
laughter,  that  if  straights  and  gays  could  just  see 
each  other's  little  foibles  we'd  be  well  on  the  way  to 
mutual  understanding.  The  cast,  however,  obviously 
sensed  that  for  all  the  fun  and  frivolity  on  stage, 
admitting  to  one's  gayness  in  print  might  not  be  so 
good  for  one's  future  career.  And  you  can  stage  smart 
and  snappy  revues  from  now  to  1984  and  it's  not  going 
to  ameliorate  that   situation.  So  though  it  pretends 
to  bridge  with  laughter  the  gap  between  straight  and 
gay,  it  does  so  by  trivializing  the  gay  experience.  An 
example:  one  of  the  first  numbers  in  the  show  is  a 
perky  little  tune  called  "Don't  Cruise  the  Men's  Room 
in  the  TTC!"  Each  verse  provides  a  surprisingly  com- 
prehensive guide  to  the  washrooms  in  Toronto  that  are 
worth  cruising,  and  ends  with  the  big-eyed/big  smiles 
induction  to  avoid  the  TTC.  With  a  warning  like  that, 
the  worst  you'd  expect  in  the  transit  toilets  is  a  long 
wait.  What  it  fails  to  give  any  hint  of  whatsoever  is 
the  human  misery  attending  the  laany  arrests  which  occur 
in  washrooms  like  the  one  in  the  Bloor/Yonge  subway 
station.  Another  song  gets  a  laugh  from  someone's 
arrest  in  the  balcony  of  a  theatre  — .  the  "love"  he'd 
been  groping  turned  out  to  be  the  local  cop.  A  real 
yuk,  that. 

The  nastiest  bits  occur  in  the  second  half.  Susan 
Keller  (whose  appearance  in  this  opus  can  only  be  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  a  revue  format  demands  a  fe- 
male presence!  sings  a  song  about  a  one-night  stand  -- 
that  well-known  homosexual  predilection.  As  she  sings, 
two  of  the  men  stand  in  the  shadows  staring  gloomily 
off  into  space.  The  song  ends  with  the  line:  "tomorrow, 
not  even  friends"  and  in  that  context  the  piece  could 
only  revive  that  old  bogeyman  of  an  endless  series  of 
brief  encounters  as  the  homosexual's  lot.   It  gets 
worse.  A  song  about  dance  --  the  dancer  getting  old, 
missing  the  beat,  feeling  he's  a  has-been  —  could  on- 
ly be  taken  as  a  metaphor  for  the  gay  life,  and  ends 
with  a  repeat  of  the  "tomorrow  not  even  friends"  line. 
Now  we're  on  familiar  ground.   It's  the  good  old  "show 
me  a  happy  faggot  and  I'll  show  you  a  gay  corpse"  rou- 
tine. Why  'hie   in  a  show  which,  though  trivializing 
in  its  effect,  is  at  least  generally  up-beat  in  its 
approach  to  the  gay  scene?  Presumably  because  subur- 
bia, if  it  flocks  to  see  this  thing  at  all,  is  going  to 
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need  a  hefty  bit  of  reassuring  before  it  leaves  the 
theatre  --  reassurance  of  the  type:  "worry  not,  kiddies, 
no  way  is  the  gay  life  equal  to  or  better  than  your 
Home- sweet -Homey  bungalow  in  north  Toronto.  They  may 
be  having  fun  nou  but..." 

The  good  parts?  Some  stereotypes  fall  by  the  way- 
side. There  is  a  gay  construction  workers'  number,  for 
example.   (However,  Gerry  Horgan  is  around  for  any  num- 
bers that  do  need  a  bit  of  camp.)  There  is  a  very 
amusing  send-up  of  Grand  Opera.  There  are  one  or  two 
catchy  tunes. 

Gay  theatre  can  have  only  one  purpose  at  this  point 
in  time.  That  is  to  send  gay  people  out  of  the  theatre 
feeling  exhilerated  at  being  gay  and  angry  at  what  so- 
ciety has  done.   And  to  send  straights  home  in  a  par- 
oxysm of  liberal  guilt,  and  maybe  Just  a  little  scared. 

"In  Gay  Company"  does  neither.   It  leaves  gay 
people  precisely  where  they've  always  been:  the  witty 
(albeit  a  little  more  up-front;  after  all  it's  1975), 
harmless  and  slightly  pathetic  entertainers  to  straight 
society.   For  that  reason,  this  is  a  production  to 
boycott. 

Gerald  Hannon 


Noel  Coward  in  Two  Keys 


TORONTO 
O'KEEFE  CENTRE 

Two  of  Coward's  last  three  plays  comprise  this  enter- 
tainment, the  first  written  in  a  major  and  (he  second,  a 
minor  key.  "Come  into  the  Garden,  Maude"  is  an  amusing 
but  rather  unfair  parody  of  the  nouveau-riche  American 
wife  aspiring  to  European  high  society,  armed  with  deter- 
mination and  her  husband's  bank  account.  Altogether  dif- 
ferent in  tone  is  "A  Song  at  Twilight",  the  case  of  the 
venerable  writer  whose  charm  and  popularity  belie  the 
cold  and  uncharitable  private  man  not  above  exploiting 
mistress,  wife.,  and  lover  to  conceal  his  homosexuality. 

Admittedly,  both  productions  were  excellent,  with 
special  credit  due  the  versatility  of  the  three  principal 
actors  (Anne  Baxter,  Jessica  Tandy,  and  Hume  Cronyn) , 
each  of  whom  handled  two  quite  different  roles  easily 
and  convincingly.  Quick  pacing  and  stylish  sets  guaran- 
teed success;  and  even  the  sordid  revelations  of  the  se- 
cond play  did  not  shatter  the  sense  of  genteel  and  ever- 
so-world-weary  urbanity  in  which  we  indulged  ourselves 
for  a  few  short  hours. 

But  one  tires  of  Coward's  predictability.  The  chic 
settings,  scintillating  exchanges  and  glib  ripostes  deli- 
vered as  the  inevitable  cocktail  glass  is  emptied  all 
seem  so  unimportant  and  irrelevant.  We  cannot  help  res- 
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ponding  to  Coward's  humane  and  charitable  view  of  aankind, 
but  do  we  really  care  about  the  minor  tribulations  of 
people  whose  primary  concern  in  life  is  never  to  be  bored? 

"Come  Into  the  Garden,  Maude"  merits  little  comment, 
except  to  note  that  Coward's  crude  depiction  of  AMERICAN 
WOMAN  spared  him  the  task  of  writing  his  normal  quota  of 
sparkling  dialogue. 

"A  Song  at  Twilight"  cannot  be  so  easily  dismissed, 
for  this  is  the  closest  Coward  came,  albeit  indirectly, 
to  publicly  acknowledging  his  homosexuality.  The  charac- 
ti  r  i 'i  ^ir  Hugo  Lattimer  is  supposedly  based  on  Somerset 
Maugham  who  went  to  some  lengths  to  hide  his  gayness,  and 
who  acquired  most  of  Sir  Hugo's  other  objectionable  char- 
acteristics as  well . 

The  play  deals  with  the  sudden  emergence  of  Sir 
Hugo's  past  when  his  former  mistress  (Carlotta)  re- 
appears, armed  with  the  writer's  complete  sexual  history, 
Lni  [tiding  the-  letters  he'd  written  to  his  lover.   Recri- 
minations and  hysterics  follow,  padded  out  with  a  great 
!■  j i  of  tiresome  verbal  fencing,  but  Carlotta  is  finally 
prevailed  upon  by  Sir  Hugo's  self-sacrificing  wife  not 
i d  the  letters  to  an  American  biographer.  Human- 
ity prevails,  and  the  private  is  kept  private. 

Ne  can  probably  assume  that  Coward's  own  views  are 
,  templified  here;  that  although  homosexuality  is  not 
to  be  ashamed  of.  it  is  still  just  a  small 
part  of  one's  private  life,  and  certainly  not  the  kind 
of  information  one  should  feel  obliged  to  discloss. 

is  to  be  commended  for  dealing  directly  with  the 
question  of  closetry,  though  his  approach  is  more  com- 
passionate than  positive. 

More  relevant  now  is  the  strong  sense  of  the  sanctity 
of  one's  private  life  in  this  play,  which  goes  beyond 
the  question  of  personal  reputation.   It  is  not  easy  for 
a  public  figure  to  reveal  her/his  homosexuality  -  nor  is 
it  for  anyone,  for  that  matter.   But  when  one's  reputa- 
tion is  secure,  as  is  the  case  of  Sir  Hugo  (and  of  Co- 
ward, Maugham,  and  Forster)  at  what  cost  is  that  infor- 
mation withheld?  Forster  must  have  been  aware  of  the 
positive  effect  his  coming  out  could  have  had  for  the 
homosexual  rights  movement  in  Great  Britain  in  the  '60s. 
And  so  for  all  famous  closeted  gays,  whose  public  emer- 
gence would  clearly  demonstrate  that  there  is   "nothing 
to  hide"! 

Robert  Trow 


Boys  in  the  Band 


i 


OTTAWA 

CAMELOT  LITTLE  THEATRE 

"The  Boys  in  the  Band"  is  probably  the  best  known 
•gay'  play.   It  is  also  the  play  which  initiated  the 
current  evergrowing  crop  of  such  productions;  and  as 
such,  has  done  the  most  to  bring  the  homosexual  into 
public  view.   Most  gay  theatre-goers  admire  the  play 
for  that  reason.  #5uch  has  been  our  oppression  that  we 
are  thankful  for  any  scraps  the  straight  world  can  throw 
us.   In  reality,  however,  it  is  the  play  which  has  had 
the  most  pernicious  effect  on  the  image  of  gays. 

In  February  (19-22).  the  Camelot  Little  Theatre,  a 
local  Ottawa  theatre  group,  pulled  "The  Boys  in  the  Band" 
out  of  its  musty  attic.   Gays  of  Ottawa  immediately  de- 
termined that  some  form  of  public  reaction  was  neces- 
sary. After  lengthy  discussion  about  the  play,  and  the 
image  of  gays  in  the  theatre,  we  decided  to  distribute 
a  leaflet  outlining  our  objections  to  the  play.  The 
cast  and  producer  heard  of  our  plans,  and  arranged  a 
meeting  to  discuss  our  opposition.  The  cast,  most  of 
whom  were  gay,  agreed  to  a  certain  extent,  and  claimed 
to  have  cut  many  of  the  objectionable  lines.  He  felt. 
however,  that  since  the  entire  play  is  objectionable, 
we  would  go  ahead  with  our  protest  unless  the  production 
was  cancelled. 

The  leaflet  asked  the  patrons  to  consider  our  point 
of  view  while  watching  the  play.   In  part,  it  read  as 
fo 1 1 ows : 

hhen  "The  Boys  in  the  Band"  was  first  produced  in 
1968,  the  play  was  considered  to  be  'avant-garde* 


our  image 


in  that   it  brought  the  theme  of  homosexuality  to 
the  stage  for  the  first  time.   Since  then,   many 
plays  and  films  have  cashed   in  on  the  controver- 
sial nature  of  the  topic.   However  most  of  these 
productions  are  similar  in  that   they  present  a 
negative  view  of  homosexuals  and  their  lifestyle, 
one     which    is   oppressive    to  gay  people,    and  which 
reinforces  the  myths  which  the     heterosexual  world 
holds  about  homosexuals.    In  1975,   "The  Boys   in   the 
Band"   is   a      theatrical    cliche  which   does  not    take 
into  account  changing     attitudes  which  have  occured 
since  the     birth  of  Gay  Liberation  in  1969. 
There  may  be  certain  elements  of  truth   in  these 
myths,    as   there  are    in   all    myths.    If  so,    the   rea- 
son  is  that  many  gay  people  have  been  oppressed 
into  believing  they  must   live  up  to  the   image   im- 
posed by   straight    society.   However,   this   is  not 
true  for  many  gay  men  and  women,   who  have  stopped 
believing  in  it  and     have   sought   an  alternative 
more  satisfactory   to  our  own  needs.   Stereotyped 
sexist  roles,    like  the  horse  and  buggy,   no   longer 
have  a  place  in  contemporary  society. 

About    15  Gays  Ottawa  members  attended  the  four 
productions  to  distribute   the   leaflet   to  the  approxi- 
mately 700  patrons.      Response  was  generally  quite 
favourable. 

As    for  the  Camelot    Little  Theatre's  production,    mi- 
nor changes  had   in  fact  been  made  to  tone  down  sotni    of 
the  more  repugnant  aspects.     Some   lines  were  cut,   but 
most  of  the  objectionable  ones  remained   in   the  script. 
The   ending  was  changed  as  well,    so  that   the  couple, 
Hank  and  Larry,    left   the  stage   last  arm  in  arm,   their 
relationship  seemingly  patched  up.     Thus,   at    lit 
the   final   impression  was  positive.      Furthermore,   most 
of  the  actors  had  toned  down  the  cutting  bitcluness  of 
their   roles.      Only  Michael   Tremblay    as  Michael,    and 
Dale   Smith   as   Emory   lent   the  kind  of  viciousness  to 
their  roles  upon  which   the  whole  dramatic   tension  of 
the  play   depends.      Ironically,    without    this    the  play 
seemed  to   fall    flat  as  theatre.     However,   a  play  which 
depends  entirely  on  homosexual   oppression   for   its  dra- 
matic value  can  only  be  considered  bad  theatre. 

It   is   time  that   gay  artists  started  improving  the 
image  of  gay  people  through   their     efforts   in  a  medium 
which  has   such  a  great   influence  on  the  public  at   large. 
Cay  plays  must  be  written  and  produced  by  gays   in  a  way 
which  will   counter  balance  the  myths  perpetuated  by 
"The  Boys   in  the  Band".      Until  that  time,   Gay  Liberation 
must  take  every  opportunity  to  protest   this  sort  of  pro- 
duction  in  order  to  educate  the  theatre-going  public. 

And  the  efforts  of  the  movement   are  definitely  not 
going  unnoticed.     The  reviewer  in  the  Ottawa  Journal 
remarked  rightly  that  "The  play  is   funny  because,    to 
the  ears  of  a  straight,    the  humour  is  novel.     The  play 
is  sad. . .because  it  serves  to  reinforce  the  stereotype 
(limp  wrist  and   lisp)   and,  with  rare  and  reluctant  ex- 
ception,  allows  no   light  to  shine  on  that   forbidden 
concept,    that  gay  might  very  well   be  beautiful." 


Ron  Dayman 


The  Enforcer  of  Laws 

It's  ten  o'clock  in  the  parking  lot. 

Amid  the  steel  and  rubber 

two  sisters  in  tight  embrace. 

One  is  crying, 

the  other,  comforting. 

Something  REAL  is  happening  in 

the  concrete. 

Alas'  The  inevitable. 

"Take  it  somewhere  else  "ladies'." 

A  desperate  cry,  "Please! 

Leave  us  alone!" 


Lorraine  Hi lne 


Have  difficulty 

meeting  people? 

The  right  type  for  You  ? 

No  problem! 

Now  you  can  meet 

that  special  one... 

that  one  with  the  same 

needs  and  desires  in  life. 

For  a  confidential  interview 

come  to 
Confidential  Matching  Services 

» 

607  Yonge  St.  Suite  203   925-6410 

Working  in  the  Homophile  Community, 
bringing  together  compatible  gay  adults 
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Rubyfruit  Jungle 

Rltn  Mac  Brora 

Id,  1ft.,  Daughters  Inc.,  1973,  217  pp. 


"Ruby  fruit  jungle?" 

"Yeah,  women  are  thick  and  rich  and  full  of  hidden 
ind  besides  that,  they  taste  good." 
"i i   Bolt  talking,  and  that's  where  the  fi- 
liates.  Kuhyfrui  t  .lungle  is  about  what  it's 
like  growing  up  hanging  on  to  one's  integrity,   ft  is 
the  struggle  of  a  woman  to  realise  all  that  is  within 
her,  though  the  sexist  society  she  lives  in  would  pre- 
vent her  from  realising  the  pride  and  strength  of  her 
own  tnti  Llect,  and  fmm  forging  and  creating  her  life 
to  her  own  needs  and  talents,  her  individu- 
>  ;i  woman  she  must  battle  against  sexism,  as 
,  Lesbian  woman  she  must  fipht  against  a  prejudiced 
and  bigoted  heterosexual  majority  that  dares  to  de- 
fine and  judge,  reward  and  punish  human  beings  accord- 
ing to  whom  they  choose  to  love. 

Molly  is  'different'  because  she  resists  -  resists 
with  a  passion  and  a  clear  logic  that  makes  compromise 
unthinknhle.  She  is  armed  with  an  unshakeable  sense  of 
self  that  refuses  to  knuckle  under  no  matter  how  great 
the  pressure,  how  great  the  pain. 

Her  early  childhood  episodes  are  full  of  that  rare 
unself-conscious  and  spontaneous  irreverence  of  the 
child  who  has  not  allowed  herself  to  be  destroyed  or 
warped  or  silenced  by  the  hostile  world  around  her. 
Here  is  an  example  in  a  conversation  with  her  friend 
Leroy,  who  is  Molly's  antithesis;  the  difference  has 
started  to  show.  To  Leroy's  announcement  that  he  wants 
to  buy  a  motorcycle,  Molly  says: 

"Me  too,  and  I'll  paint  mine  candy  apple  red." 
"You  can't  have  one.  Girls  can't  have  motor- 
cycles." 

Leroy.   I'll  buy  an  army  tank  if  I  want 

■  anyone  who  tells  me  I  can't  have  it 

all  of  a  sudden  so  interested  in  my 


"Fuck  you, 
to  and  run  ove: 
How  come  you'r< 
being  a  lady?" 

"I  dunno. 
get  confused. 


I  like  you  the  way  you  are,  but  then  I 
If  you're  out  there  riding  around  on  mo- 
torcycles, then  what  am  I  supposed  to  do?  I  mean  how  do 
I  know  how  to  act  if  you  act  in  the  same  way?" 

"What  goddam  difference  does  it  make  to  you  what  I 
do?  You  do  what  you  want  and  I  do  what  I  want." 

But  it  is  more  than  the  struggle,  more  than  the  pain, 
the  hard  knocks,  and  it  is  this  addition  that  makes  Ru- 
byfruit  Jungle  such  a  rich  and  moving  book.   It  is  about 
the  beauty  and  wit  and  strength  of  woman.   It  is  about 
the  joy  of  being  a  woman  and  the  joy  of  loving  women. 

In  this  patriarchal  society  we  are  deluged  by  male 
points  of  view,  male  values,  male-created  imagery,  male 
stereotypes  and  male  fiction.  Surrounded  and  bombarded 
by  all  things  male,  a  woman  internalises  them  and  comes 
to  view  her  own  life,  her  own  self  and  her  own  body  from 
a  male  point  of  view.  She  is  different,  she  is  strange, 
she  is  even  abnormal,  for  the  normal  is  male.  And. 
hence,  even  among  women,  there  is  a  feeling  of  distance 
from,  distaste  or  even  repugnance  for,  all  things  fe- 
male, particularly  the  female  sex  organs. 

As  I  read  Ruby f rui t  Jungle,  a  strange  feeling  was 
sparked  by  the  very  first  sentence.  "No  one  remembers 
her  beginning."  (Italics  mine.)  Hey,  that's  me  they're 
talking  about  I  Oh  come,  you  say,  surely  you've  come 
across  it  before  with  the  spate  of  woman's  writings 
coming  out  of  the  movement.  Not  all  that  much,  partic- 
ularly in  fiction,  and  rarely  without  a  certain  quality 
of  defensiveness  to  it.  And  not  enough,  nowhere  near 
enough  for  me,  to  be  so  accustomed  to  it  that  I  can 
come  across  it  without  registering  a  little  thump  of 
joy.   Then  I  realized  I  was  reading  a  story  about  a 
girl-child,  then  a  woman,  who  liked  herself,  and  liked 
herself  with  certainty,  energy  and  wit.  Never  to  this 
degree  have  I  encountered  it  in  fiction  --  true,  glori- 
ous, direct  and  loving  appreciation  of  women.  Rubyfruit 
jungle  --  who  me? 

1  was  ecstatic  over  that  wonderful  scene  where  Hol- 


Hta   ''"■  Brtt 


ly,  Molly's  lover  vho  works  with  her  as  a  waitress, 
smashes  a  banana  split  over  the  head  of  a  customer  who 
thinks  she  is  there  for  the  fondling,  kicks  him  and 
drags  him  to  the  top  of  the  stairs  and  down  into  the 
arms  of  the  manager  who  is  on  his  way  up,  then  lands  a 
kick  in  the  manager's  gut  and  sends  him  flying.   It  is 
this  natural  and  total  acceptance  of  woman  in  all  her 
reality  that  makes  marvellous  scenes  like  this  one 
possible. 

The  book  is  not  without  its  flaws.  The  tone  takes 
off  tight  and  fast,  sending  us  plummeting  from  rollick- 
ing laughter  to  sudden  pain,  and  its  ending  is  mature 
and  bittersweet.  However,  in  some  of  the  central  parts, 
the  Brown  style  becomes  bogged  down.  She  seems  to  lose 
track  of  her  vision  in  sections  as  she  goes  into  detail- 
ed accounts  of  events  as  they  followed  one  another  with- 
out making  them  significant  for  us,  without  putting  them 
together,  crystallising  them  through  her  art.  They  beg 
for  more  penetrating  glances  beneath  the  surface.  There 
were  moments  when  I  found  myself  feeling  she  was  glos- 
sing over  the  pain,  treating  it  too  lightly.   I  didn't 
want  pathos,  and  mercifully  she  avoids  self-pity,  but 
wasn't  it  edging  too  much  towards  the  other  extreme  of 
becoming  comic  at  the  expense  of  depth?  I  also  wanted 
her  to  grapple  more  seriously  with  some  of  the  other 
levels  of  consciousness  that  were  surely  within  her 
experience,  to  let  down  on  the  toughness,  here  and 
there,  and  let  us  see  Molly  wrestling  with  the  devils, 
her  own,  as  well  as  those  on  the  outside. 

But  thankfully,  there  are  few  disappointments  and 
generally  this  book  is  a  gem,  solid,  honest,  moving 
and  very  funny. 


Reprinted  vith  permission  from  The  Other  Womafij    (Uin- 

*"•'  ,9?s'-  Helen    Notzl 


Homosexuality  and  Counselling 

Clinton  R.  Jones 

Fortress  Press,  Philadelphia,  1974.  132  pp.,  $3.50. 


Prefaces  can  be  revealing.  Canon  Jones  explains 
in  his  how  he  came  to  write  his  little  book:   there 
have  been,  after  all.  books  on  all  kinds  of  other  coun- 
seling areas,  "the  drug  user  or  addict,  the  alcoholic, 
the  dying,  the  bereaved  and  bo  on".      (Discretion  seemed 
Continued  n*xt  pag* 
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further  itemization).  Why  not  homosexuality? 

"It  would  no)   seem  that  there  ie  a  place   for   such  a 

book  (my  emphasis)",  he  continues  sagely. 

Considering  the  pressures  put  on  gay  people  by 

this  society,  has  there  ever  been  a  time  when  there 
msK't   a  place  for  such  a  book?  Canon  Jones  does  not 
attempt  to  elaborate  on  reasons  for  the  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  gay  people  now  coming  for  counseling,  nor 
does  he  see  any  connection  between  the  creation  of  a 
market  for  books  like  his  and  the  exploitation  of  a 
growing  interest  which  stems  from  the  fact  that  gay 
people  everywhere  are  making  themselves  seen  and  heard 
publicly.  All  we  get  is  a  dim  awareness  that  there  are 


And  that  is  what's  wrong  with  this  book:   it  ex- 
hibits a  totally  uncritical  stance  towards  society  and 
its  values,  a  lack  of  conviction  about  the  causes  of 
gay  oppression,  a  failure  to  isolate  the  unique  and 
pressing  aspects  of  gay-oriented  social  services  -- 
nothing  short  of  amazing  when  one  is  dealing  so  directly 
with  the  tangible  effects  of  such  oppression. 

I  do  not  doubt  for  one  moment  that  Canon  Jones  is 
a  very  nice  man.  animated  by  the  best  of  intentions 
and  sincere  in  his  efforts  to  help  those  individuals 
who  come  to  him.   But  do  we  really  want  a  heterosexual 
clergyman  to  be  the  acclaimed  expert  on  counseling 
gay  people?  Two  general  books  on  homosexuality  [What 
About  Homosexuality?  was  published  in  1972)  suggest — 
that  the  mantle  of  expertise  has  already  been  con- 


ferred. 

One  of  the  most  substantial  results  of  Gay  Libera- 
tion has  been  the  establishment  of  gay  counseling  ser- 
vices and  centres  throughout  North  America.   It  is  to 
the  gay  counsellors  in  these  centres  that  we  must  look 
for  such  a  pioneering  book.  At  this  stage  in  the 
struggle  only  other  gay  people  can  have  the  understand- 
ing and  critical  perceptions  necessary  to  be  of  real 
educative  help  to  other  counsellors. 

1  realize  that  there  will  not  be  enough  gay  people 
capable  of  performing  these  necessary  functions  for 
some  time.   Inevitably,  many  homosexuals  in  pain  will 
have  to  visit  straight  counsellors,  may  even  prefer  it 
It  is  therefore  all  the  more  important  that  those  coun- 
sellors be  made  aware  of  the  many  aspects  of  the  de- 
privation and  the  real  needs  of  gay  people.  And  that 
can  only  be  learned  from  competent,  experienced  gay 
people.  Canon  Jones  doesn't  even  admit  to  having  con- 
sulted a  gay  organization  during  the  preparations  for 
the  book. 

Being  so  unqualified,  he  can  not  be  expected  to 
contribute  very  much  and  he  doesn't.  The  book  is  com- 
posed of  basically  two  types  of  filler  material:  (a) 
case  histories  of  the  Larry's  and  Randy's  and  Susan's 
isolated  from  their  social  context  and  (b)  tired  old 
myths  punctured  once  more.  Neither  is  very  helpful 
Several  basic  educational  books,  which  cover  this  fa- 
miliar territory  far  better,  have  already  been  written. 
The  case  histories  never  seem  to  illustrate  much  be- 
yond an  awareness  of  variety. 

Canon  Jones,  I  did  discover,  is  surprisingly  level- 
headed on  topics  like  transvestitism  and  transexuality 
pederasty  and  child  molesting.   But  that  is  hardly 
sufficient.   I  suppose  I  first  experienced  a  sense  of 
relief  at  this  discovery,  but  that  was  shortly  followed 
by  real  anger  that  relief  could  even  remotely  be  con- 
sidered a  positive  reaction. 

And  the  relief  was  not  that  complete.  What  social 
criticism  there  is,  is  usually  attributed  safelv  to 
others,  notar.lv  "homophile  leaders"  (the  "so  runs  the 
argument"  technique).  Canon  Jones'  views  on  love  and 
marriage  are  pretty  close  to  horse-and-carriage  stuff 
and  his  eeneralization  that  "the  majority  of  persons 
are  ambisexual"  seems  largely  predicated  on  the  sexual 
uncertainties  or  his  counsellees.   "Ambisexual"  seems 
••  primarily  as  a  hasty  reassurance  that  no  one 
homosexual. 
When  Canon  Jones  says  that  the  counsellor  must 
deal  with  'what  is',  not  'what  he  might  like  it  to  be' 
he  doesn't  mean  that  liberation  is  not  here  yet  and 
that  there  are  many  real  problems  which  people  must 

meantime  (a  useful  warning).  He  clearly 
'n"n!  !  •"><•   "'8bt  not  like  all  this  crumbling  of  trad- 


!er°faceVf!'"f  '""  "  "  ™«™»«l>'y  happening,  so  bet- 
ter  face  it  if  you  want  to  be  taken  seriously  at  all 
Canon  Jones  is  a  very  reluctant  pragmatist  ' 

St  add  in  his  defence  that  he  makes  no  attempt 


seems  to  be:  don't  be  shocked  by  anything  you  hear 
(implication:  it  really  U  shocking)  and  don't  write 
down  any  of  the  juicy  sexual  details  (implication-  I 
don  t  blame  them  for  feeling  embarrassed) 

'  not  *t   "latently  conclude  that  this  book  should 

never  have  been  written,  not  so  much  because  it  does 
any  real  harm  but  because  it  will  make  it  that  much 
more  difficult  for  a  good  one  to  get  published.   But 
let  s  not  be  deceived!  a  homosexual  or  group  of  homo- 
sexuals trying  to  find  a  publisher  would  have  ten 
times  as  much  difficulty  as  a  heterosexual  already 
identified  as  expert  from  the  publication  of  a  previous 
book  and  with  easy  access  to  a  church  publishing  house 
Canon  Jones,  it's  nothing  personal,  but  go  back  to 
writing  sermons. 


Ed  Jackson 


You 

George  Stanley 

New  Star  Books,  2504  York  Ave 

86  pp..  $3.95. 


Vancouver,  B.C. ,  1974 


Pablito  at  the  Corrida"  is  the  first  poem  in  this 
book.   It  is  also  the  best  poem  that  I  have  read  in  a 
very  long  time.   It  covers  exactly  one  page,  yet  encom- 
passes nothing  less  than  the  history  of  every  illiterate 
peasant  boy  whose  daring  and  grace  might  make  him  an 
idolized  hero  of  the  bull  ring.   Until  the  inevitable 
moment  of  carelessness: 

'then  the  cold  hern  elbowed  through  gasping  pain 
to  the  secret  egga  of  him 
and  the  atone  crowd  stood  up  and  bawled. 
Stanley  sees  that  the  social  tragedy  consists  of  what  is 
made  of  this  boy's  death:  the  newspaper  headlines,  the 
religious  festivals  of  death,  the  friseon   for  the  crowd 
Ignorant,  "bronzing/in  the  fat  veal  country/whittling 
on  reeds"  he  is  brought  out.  dressed  splendidly  and  dies 
And  the  country  assimilates  his  death  as  if  it  were  mag- 
nificent rather  than  the  sordid  event  it  is. 

I  have  singled  out  this  poem  because  a  great  poem  is 
rare  these  days,  because  I  dislike  so  many  of  his  other 
pieces,  and  because  it  shows  so  well  what  he  can  do  with 
potentially  banal  material.  The  bull  fight  had  been  the 
province  for  too  long  of  those  who  paint  on  velvet  for 
me  to  imagine  that  a  poem  on  the  topic  could  still  thrill 
me.  Yet  watch  him  take  another  of  the  banal'grace  notes 
of  poetry  -  flowers.  Watch  him  make  them  dangerous: 
nothing  expires  with  more  exhaling  of  life, 
nothing  clogs  so  quickly  as  sweetness, 
nothing  turns  and  burns   the  unshod  foot 
so  readily,   ruinously  as 
the  corruption  of  petals  becoming 
conception  in  the  earth. 
Yet  this  collection  also  includes  that  14-page  exer- 
cise in  trendy  trivia  -  "Tete  Rouge".  And  also  contains 
that  numbing  series  entitled  "Pony  Express  Riders".   To 
paraphrase  Gertrude  Stein  addressing  Henmungway:  remarks 
are  not  poetry. 

George  Stanley  is  gay.  He  has  not  written  the  great 
gay  poem.   In  fact,  the  few  references  to  gayness  are 
slightly  embarrassing: 

The  dinner  I  ate  at  the  gay  restaurant  tonight 
ts  thick  with  blood,  Christ's  blood. 
My  intuition  is  that  George  Stanley  has  not  been 
out"  for  long.  He  seems  still  to  be  trying  to  assimi- 
late the  gay  experience: 
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/  love  men  -  I  can't  get 

a  tingle  uord  out  -  but  I'm  rich 

in  metaphors,   but  nothing  occurs  to  me 
nowaday e. 
If  he  does,    I    feel   I  have  more  chance  of  reading 
great  gay  poetry  by  him  than  by  almost   anyone  else. 

Gerald  Hannon 


Stories 


Scott  Watson 

Talonbooks,  201/1019  East  Cordova,  Vancouver,  B.C. 

49  pages,  $3.95. 


"Stories"   these  are  simply  called.     Tales   they  are 
not,   these   five  short  stories  have  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  cinema  verite.     The  final  effect   is  strong, 
but   the   impression  is  of  ennuie  and  anonymity. 


Five  stories,  five  fucks:  not  as  tiresome  as  you'd 
expect,  nor  as  erotic  as  you  might  desire.  There  is  a 
driven  quality  to  these  encounters.  Watson  captures  the 
fascinating,  lulling  effect  of  the  bars,  the  boose,  the 
night/street  life,  the  repetitive  exciting  pick-ups.  His 
tricks,  like  our  own,  are  only  as  interesting  as  they 
are  attractive. 

No,    it   is     not  the  return  of  the  sad  gay  world.   Nor 
is   it  a  quick   facial   for  the  "ugly  ghetto"   that   libera- 
tionists  have  sneered  at   and  found  we  cannot  do  without. 
It  is  simply  uncritical. 

Like  a  photo  perhaps.      But  not  a  snapshot.     There 
is  a  balance  to  this  work,   a    completion    which  defies 
symmetry.     We  return  in  each  story  to  run  through  the 
Fuck  again  in   its  slightly  altered  "newness".     The  rhyth- 
mic,   repetitive   insistence  of  these  permutations   is  col- 
lectively evocative  of  ghetto  sex  and  social    life  with 
its   frenzy  and  anonymity.     Watson  is  often  amusingly 
ironic.     He  has  a  queen's   feel   for  the  ridiculous  and 
the  cliched. 

One  recognizes   talent  but  desires  accomplishment:   a 
finer  command  of  language,   a  final  decision  whether  to 
regard  or  disregard  punctuation.     Host  of  all  one  desires 
more. 

Mcrv  Walker 


lesbian  mother 


After  five  days  here 

I  still  wasn't  used  to  the  coldness 

Of  this  courtroom. 

The  Judge-man  has  no  feelings. 

The  court-reporter-man ,  the  clerk-man 

And  the  bailiff-man  were  stone-faced. 

My  about- to-be -ex -husband-man 

And  his  lawyer-man 

Stared  piously  at  the  judge-man 

Never  looking  at  me. 

My  own  lawyer-man  was  beside  me. 

Behind  me  (I  could  not  see  them) 

Were  the  less  important  participants, 

My  mother-woman , 

My  friend  Georgia-woman,  and 

Perhaps  one  or  two  other  friends-women. 

I  wore  a  dress,  make-up, 

My  hair  curled,  nylons,  legs  shaved. 

I  looked  perfectly  the  part, 

Sex-object-mother , 

Quiet,  trying  to  please 

Perfectly  the  child-lady. 

My  lawyer-man  said  to  cry 

On  the  stand  next  time. 

Too  composed,  too  calm. 

Just  a  little  hysteria,  please  Jan. 

For  the  judge-man. 

I'm  sorry,  lawyer-man, 

The  tears  wouldn't  come. 

I  was  the  sex-object-lady,  feeling  nothing 

When  I  was  supposed  to  be 

The  child-mother  feeling  everything. 

How  foolish  of  me. 

Yesterday  the  psychologist-man 

In  four  boring  hours 

Said  I  was  practically  incurable 

Of  a  disease  of  honesty,  refusal 

To  be  a  role,  selfishness,  feeling  sexual. 

He  called  it  borderline  Psychosis 

Meaning  you  can't  see  it 

But  It  sure  is  bad. 

And  the  Judge-man  nodded. 

The  husband-man  and  his  lawyer-man 

Looked  pitifully  and  sympathetically  at  me. 

I  felt  confused,  bewildered,  sad 

But  not  angry. 

Perfectly  the  lady-child  now. 

Certainly  not  angry. 


The  judge-man  gave  a  solemn  speech 

Leading  up  to  his  judge-man-ment 

That  I  was  unfit 

To  care  for  my  three  girl-children. 

He  said  moral  climate,  emotional  stability 

And  other  meaningless  phrases. 

The  tiny  hope  T  had  held  onto 

Diminished  at  every  word 

Until  it  was  gone. 

The  tears  came  then, 

Not  a  few  girl-tears  but  loud  sobs. 

Woman-tears  drowning  out  his  last  words. 

I  felt  six  woman-arms 

Comforting,  caring. 

Other  tears  mingled  with  mine — 

My  friend-Georgia-woman 

Took  me  home . 

Jan  London 

Reprinted  uith   permission   from   Women:    A_  Journal 

ration    (Winter,    1974). 
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I  aa  looking  for  gays  i 
seription.   I'm  29,   S' 1 
have  brown  hair  and  eyes,  outline 
beard  and  aoustache,  veil  hung  and 
butch.    I   also  dig  gays   nho   are    into 
leather  and  levis  and  who  preferabl; 
own  a  motorcycle     People  fro*  Canadi 
Europe.   N.Y.C.   and  California  en- 
couraged to  write,    letters  with  pho- 
tos only.  Artie  Haber.   SS  West   14th 
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roowaute  if  things  Beet  with  autual 
satisfaction!.  Looking  to  share 
"life's  pleasures"  fro*  aany  pers- 
pectives.   Alei,    drawer   18*. 


ried  respondents  highly  desirable. 
Drawer   199. 


I  would  like  to  spend  my  vacation  at 
an  all  Cay  resort  or  Gay  nudist  ca^i 
in  US  or  Canada.  Orawer  200. 
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